


384 


Lincoln 
fers, the 
f Welsh 
the Must 
Jam pton- 
Town’s- 
ut equal 
ster half. 
Ay about 

(for the 
ls—there 
itch and 
he lambs 


26,740: 


10. 
market 
s doing. 


Pe as On 





a 


r REV 
h Tithe 
of Evis 
louse of 
xplana- 
ch Pro- 


air aud 
by the 
to Say, 
‘ rather 
ighe be 
hitherto 
vid. 


» W.E. 
urwick- 
trange, 
rs. 

_ 


ort: and 
street. 


; 


‘COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 








B Vou.77.—No. 7.] 


= 





LONDON, SATURDAY, Avucust 18Tu, 1832. 


[Price ls, 2d. 








———— 


—_———- 














REFORM BILL. 


| 10 THE READERS OF THE REGISTER. 


Bolt-court, 15th Aug. 189%. 


My Frienps, 


Waite this bill was passing I paid 
little attention to any of its details, ex- 
cepting those which related to the dis- 
franchisement of rotten boroughs, the 


- enfranchisement of great towns, and the 


extension of the right of voting in the 
counties; all which constituted a very 
great good, I never imagined that the 
parts of the bill which provided for the 
exercise of the franchise would, in ef- 
fect, defeat the apparent intentions of 
the bill; and, instead of about ninety 
rotten boroughs, each with a handful 
of inhabitants, would give us a hundred 
and fifty rotten boroughs, populous 
from thirty thousand to a hundred and 
fifty thousand, each having, on an ave- 
tage, about a hundred voters, or from 
a hundred to two hundred. Further, 
that this famous reform would operate 
80 as actually to disfranchise a great 
part of the former county voters, and 
Tender the counties still more com- 
pletely the tools of the aristocracy than 
they were before. 

When, however, I came to read the 
provisions of the bill with attention, I 
Clearly discovered that the bill, as it 
how stands, never can be executed ac- 
cording to its professed principles and 
according to the objects which it ap- 
pears to have in view. Therefore, from 
Lancuarp in the Ble of Wight, on the 
‘7th of July, I sent a petition to be 
Presented to the House of Commons, 
Upon the subject; which petition was 





presented by Mr. O'ConnELL on the 
20th of July, or on the 19th, 1 forget 
which it was. 1 saw that the bill could 
not be executed. ‘The complexity was 
too great; and to bring up the arrear 
of taxes and rates so suddenly, I saw 
was impossible. I, therefore, prayed 
that the whole of the bill might be re- 
pealed, except that part of it which 
abolished rotten boroughs and which 
enfranchised great towns. ButI will, 
before I proceed further, insert my peti- 
tion again, which I do in the following 
words, 


To the honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assem- 
bled. 

The petition of William Cobbett, of Ken- 
sington, in the county of Middlesex, 

Most humbly shows, 

That your humble petitioner, perceiving 
that your honourable House has discovered 
that it is impracticable to put the Reform 
Act, which was passed on the 4th of June 
last, into execution, until at a time now con- 
siderably distant, a fact very alarming, but by 
no meaxs surprising to your humble peti- 
tioner, who, having now had the means of at- 
tentively looking at ail the provisions of that 
act; at all the complexity in the rights of 
voting, which it attempts to establish ; at all 
the troublesome and vexatious regulations 
which it imposes upon the voters; at all the 
cumbrous and expensive machinery of as- 
sistant-barristers, and their several sets of 
under-agents, at the discretionary inter- 
ference and powers of judges, justices, and 
other persons ; having now had the means of 
attentively examiving all these provisions, 
your humble petitioneris convinced that the 
said act,in its present form and meaning, 
cannot, and never will, be carried into effect ; 
and that unless a remedy be speedily applied, 
by the passing of another act, to amend the 
act aforesaid, the consequences will be fatal 
to the peace of the country. ~ -’ 

That it is quite evident ‘that all this com- 
plexity, all the difficulty, and delay, and all 
the now-manifest igpracticabiliy, ‘have 
arisen from the desire Of your right honoura- 
ble House to exclude Trom the right of voting 
all but a small pat® of the people, and to 
keep that right excfasively in the hands of the 
rich ; that your Petitioner deems it to be a 
principle, the Justice of which is wholly un- 
deniable, thafevery man arrived at the state 


of manheod, aiid being of sane mind, and un- 
tarnished by indelible crime, bas a right to 
vote in thé choosing of those who shall make 
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the laws, because every such man not only 

& taxes, direct or indirect, but is liable, 

tween the age of eighteen and fifty, to be 
compelled to assume the military garb, to 
submit to military discipline, toquithis home, 
his parents, bis wife and his children, and to 
venture his life in defence of the country and 
its laws ; that, therefore, your petitioner 1s 

epared to bear no argument that can possi- 

y be opposed to such general claim toa 
Fight to vote ; that however, as applicable to 
the present prayer of your humble petitiouer, 
the right thus extensively eujoyed, would at 
once put an ead to all those difficulties which 
mow embarrass your honourable House, and 
threaten the country with confusion. 

That your humble petitioner, therefore, 
prays that your honourable House will be 
pleased to repeal all the clauses of the afore- 
said act, passed on the 4th day of June last, 
from the eighteenth clause inclusive to the 
end of the said act; and that, iu lieu of the 
clauses thus repealed, your honourable House 
will be pleased to pass an act, providing that 
every man, in every part of the kingdom, 
being eighteen years of age, and upwards, 
being of sane mind, and uptarnished ty inde- 
lible crime, shall, in future, have a right to 
vote at the election of members to serve/n 
Parliament; that you will be pleased to 
provide that the parish-officers in every pa- 
rish shall make out lists of the persons in that 
parish entitled to vote; that they shall place 
these on the church-dvoors, on or before the 
Ast day of September next, notifying to all per- 
sons thatthey may come and demand the in- 
sertion of their names, if those names have 
been improperly omitted ; that when the day 
of election shail arrive, the parish officers 
shall receive the votes by ballot, and the next 
day make a return of them tothe returning 
effcer for the county, part of county, or bo- 
rough in which the parish is situated ; that 
the returning officer, after due examination, 
Shall make his declaration of the member or 
members who have the majority of votes: 
that the election shall be on ene and the same 
pay, and only on one day, throughout the 
whole kingdom, and that the returning officer 
Sball make his declaration aod his retura on 
the next day. 

That your humble petitiener further prays, 
thatthe penalty of five hundred pounds for- 
feiture, for the use of the parish, shall be in- 
flicted on any parish officer who shall neglect 
any part of this bis duty ; and that, if fraud 

or, corruption be proved upon him, he shall 
he traosported for life; that with regard to 
sheriffs and other returning officers, if they be 
proved guilty of wilfully making a false re- 
turn, or if they shall refuse to make a return 
mm due time, they shall furfeit ail their goods 
Sg estates to the king, and be banished for 

e. 

That your humble petitioner can see no ne- 
eessicy for any delay whatsoever; that the 
lists, baviug remained on the church- doors 
during the mouth of September, will enable 


Reroam Butt. 
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your honourable House to provide for havin, 
the election taken in the first week of Octo. 
ber ; that your petitiover here sees the simple 
means of getting rid of all the cumbrous ma. 
chinery with which the present act loads 
matter that ought to be most simple of execu- 
tiod; that here all the scandalous swearings 
are got rid of, it being impossible that any 
man should present himself to vote without 
beiog well known to the parish officers, which 
parish officers mustof necessity be men of re- 
spectability in their parishes. 

That your humble petitioner is convinced, 
that, upon serious reflection on the matter, 
your honourable House must be satisfied that 
the act of the 4th of June aforesaid never 
cao be carried into effect; that it contains 
within itself a mass ef complexities which 
renders it absolutely inexcutable; and that, 
after all, if it were practicable to execute it, 
it would not answer the intention of your ho- 
nourable House; for that, those, to whom 
your honourable House have given votes, 
mustof necessity, ia numerous eases, be com- 
pelled to act under the control of those who 
have no votes, or else to incur all the conse- 
quences of their bitter and just resentment; 
and that thus ill blood in neighbourhoods, a 
general hatred of the poor towards the rich, 
a disrespect for the laws, and strife intermina- 
ble, must be the consequences. 

That to abandon error as soon as it is dis- 
covered, is one of the true marks of wisdom 
and of goodness ; that your humble petitioner 
trusts, that he shall tind this mark evinced in 
the couduct of your honourable House ; and, 
therefore, be again most earnestly prays, that 
you will now, with all speed, be pleased to 
pass a bill, repealing the aforesaid clauses in 
the act of the 4th of June, and containing the 
provisions above stated, with the most pro- 
found respect, by your humble petitioner ; 

And your petitioner will ever pray, 
Wa. COBBETT. 
Languard, 17th July, 1832. 


I will first speak of the county-voters ; 
and observe, I have now seen. them; | 
have seen the notices on the church- 
doors ; and I know well how the thing 
will work. In the first place, the elector 
is to. give a written notice, in a certain 
form, to the parish officers, that he 
claims a right of voting, and requiring 
that his name should be registered. 
This is a trouble imposed upon the 
old electors as well as the new. Three- 
fourths of the electors, even if apprised 
of this provision, which not a tenth 
part of them are, and which all of them 
onght to have been by proclamation oF 
other document, read in the churches 
for several Sundays successively; €ve" 
if apprised of the necessity of dog 
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this, a great part of these persons cannot 
write, or, at least, would not ike to 
have their awkward writing exposed to 
their neighbours. Then there is the 
getting of somebody to write the notice 
for them, and there is the getting the 
form of the notice; all which present 
obstacles, of which persons who live 
with pens in their hands cannot have 
the smallest idea. Then there is the 
SHILLING to be paid for the regis- 
tration; and this shilling, whatever 
Lord ALtsorP may think of the matter, 
will be a complete block-up, in nine 
cases out of ten. He says ** that men 
“can set very little value on their fran- 
“ chise, if they will not give a shilling 
“ for it.” That is not the thing, my 
honest Lord. Men think a great deal 
of the franchise ; but men also think a 
great deal of an imposilion; and they 
regard this as one of the most impudent 
impositions that ever was thought of; 
one of the most barefaced, one of the 
most villanous impositions ever prac- 
tised upon a people. The freeholders 
have to pay this shilling as weil as 
others; and they regard it as a down- 
right robbery, aud ask, ‘‘ Who is to 
pocket the money?” TI do not say that 
the Ministers intended this as an ob- 
stacle; but I know that it is one, and a 
most effectual one, too ; and that it was 
their duty to remove it as soon as it 
was discovered, For my part, as far as 
my observation has goue, | believe that 
the counties will be more completely 
under the control of the great land- 
owners than they were before ; and that 
the change would be infinitely for the 
worse, if this bill could possibly be 
carried into effeet as it now stands; 
and especially if the statement of Colonel 
Evans be true with regard to the great 
fowns in the North. As an instance of 
the species of reform which this bill 
will give us as it now stands, there is 
Hotme Sumner offering himself for the 
Western division of the county of Sur- 
rey; that man, who was not only 
hunted out of the county of Surrey, but 
hunted out of one of the boroughs of 


the county under the old system. De- 
NISON is the other candidate for the 
Western part of the county; and what 





are the “ friends of reform” doing? 
Why they are proposing Lone, who 
has been a Tory all his life, to oppose 
Sumner, and who used tobe one of the 
supporters of this SuMNER himself. . So 
that, at the very best, here will be one 
Whig and one Tory; and as to any 
measures of real and beneficial change, 
what is to be expected from such men? 
Talk of pledges, indeed, from men like 
these! ‘They will be the masters, and 
not the servants of the county. In 
Hampshire and in Sussex it is precisely 
the same; and the system of compro- 
mises, which the division of counties 
was said to have a tendency to prevent, 
will be more complete than ever, ia 
consequence of the obstacles thrown ia 
the way of the voters, The number of 
voters will be so small, and the com- 
pacts so complete, that if this bill could 
be carried into effect as it stands, county 
seats would soon be sold as borough 
seats are now. 

I never had much hope of free and 
public-spirited elections in the counties 
under this bill ; but, with these hamper- 
ings and obstacles in the way, no ra- 
tional man can have any hope at. all, 
From the very beginning I told my 
readers, that my reliance was solely on 
the great towns, which I thought, 
would send from fifty to a hundred 
men, resolutely bent on rescuing the 
country from its present state; but, if 
Cotone. Evans's statement be correct, 
or anything like correct, those towns 
will be powerless also; and then the 
Reform Bill will be a farce, which, by 
inverting the ordinary course of the 
drama, will end witha tragedy ; for, if 
the Ministers hug themselves in the 
hope, that the people will suffer all 
their expectations to be baulked, and 
lie down contented under the cruel dis~ 
appointment, they are the most deceived 
of all mankind. 

Cotongt Evans's statement is this: 
that, at the election.of the first reformed 
Parliament, the number of votes in the 
great towns of Lancashire would be next 
tonothing. I will give the statement 
in his own words. ‘‘ He had received 
“some information from Lancashire, 
“which showed how the bill would 
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‘‘ operate there. For example, he un- 
‘derstood that in Manchester, not 
“above 750 persons had paid their 
*“‘ rates; in Ashton, 74; at Bury, 42; 
“at Oldham, 42; at Bolton, 84; at 
“ Blackburn, 78; at Rochdale, 66; at 


So that a population of about three 
hundred thousand people will have about 
twelve hundred voters ! I will not waste 
my time in remarking upon the mon- 
strousness of this. ‘The only question 
is, is this statement true, or anything like 





** Salford, 40; and in Warrington, 38. 
** That was rather an alarming result, 
*€ and it would be so fatal that it would 


“be enough to endanger the present | 


* administration. He hoped that some- 
“thing would be done to remedy it ; 


true? If it be, there will be confu- 
sion in this country, if an election be at- 
tempted under the bill as it now stands. 
I therefore beg that some friend, who 
is well known to me personally, in each 
of the above-named towns, will have 





° . } . 
“‘that a short session of Parliament |the goodness to write to me at Boxr- 


“would be called to 
““ All he knew of the subject he had 
«learned only within a few days, and it 
** was not to be supposed that the great 
* mass of the people engaged in their 
** pursuits could have learned it. That 
*“‘ might account for their not having 
*‘ troubled themselves about it. Now 
‘* that they were aware of it, they were 
“‘much disappointed. The bill would 
“* positively convert many large towns 
“into close boroughs. ‘The Tories 
*- would not suffer from it, and he did 
“‘not wonder that they opposed any 
“‘ alteration. ‘The next Parliament, in- 
*€ stead of being a reformed Parliament. 
** would be—he did not say it offensively 
«« —a Tory Parliament, if the evils of 
‘“‘the bill were not remedied. He 
“ thought this matter of great import- 
““ance, because the people who had 
*‘ lately obtained the reform itself by 
** their own exertions, might have re- 
** course to the same means. In fact, 
* he had heard that the disappointment 
“was so great, that the people were 
** again talking of not paying the taxes, 
“and of running upon the Bank for 
“gold. It would have the most dis- 
“‘astrous effects, and might even, from 
“ their unpopularity, destroy the present 


remedy it. court, and tell me precisely how the 


case stands in his town. If there be less 
than thirty or forty voters to every 
thousand souls, the thing will be a great 
deal worse than a farce; and, if the 
facts be as stated by Colonel Evans, it 
would be criminal in any man todo any 
act, or utter any word, which should 
seem to give countenance to so scan- 
dalous a piece of imposture. We are, 
before it is long, to have a return of the 
number of voters in each place. ‘There 
are to be lists of them published ; so 
that we shall know to a certainty how 
many voters each place is to have at the 
next election ; and, of course, we shall 
then know the numbers in these places. 
1 shall, therefore, before Igo to the 
North, see these numbers ascertained ; 
for, never will I do anything, or say 
anything, from which any one shall be 
able to infer that I have any expecta- 
tion, or hope the most distant, that such 
a mockery of reform can be attended 
with anything other than mischief. 

On the 7th of August, Cotonex Evans 
moved the following resolutions, in 
order to provide a remedy for this ap- 
parently unexpected evil. 


** Resolved, That in regard to the numbers 
of the elective constituency, whether of the 





““ administ: ation. ‘The honourable and 
* gallant member concluded by moving | 


metropolitan cities and districts, or in the 
towns generally throughout the kingdom, the 


“* an address to his Majesty, that he will! expectations contemplated by the legislature, 


“ be graciously pleased to prorogue the | 


“* present, and convene another short. 
“ session of Parliament, to take into! 
“consideration the unexpected dis- 
“ franchisement produced by certain re- 
** strictive clauses of the act for amend- 
** ing the representation of the people in 
Parliament.” 





held out by the Government, and entertained 
by the country, are now found to be entirely 
erroneous, in so far as relates to the next 
generalelection under the act for the reform 
of Parliament lately passed. 

‘* That in some places there is even a doubt 
whether there will be any constituency at all 
to vote at the next election, excepting old 
corporate freemen; while in many others, 
instead of the franchise being enlarged, 4* 
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was generally stated and believed would be 
the case, it will actually be diminished and 
cut down to one-fourth, one-sixth, or to evew 
a still less fractional part of the extent of 
elective right previously enjoyed by those 
towns respectively : and that a similar dis- 
franchisement, miscalculation, or delusion, 
must be admitted as to the newly-created 
boroughs. 

«That this most unlooked-for and danger- 
ous result, as affecting the composition of the 
yext Parliament, is partly attributable to the 
severe and restrictive operation of certain 
clauses of said act, especially the 27th, 23d, 
dith, and 80th, requiring as a qualification 
payment of rates or taxes before specified days, 
aud previous to the periods on which these 
dues are more usually levied; partly to the 
distress occasioned to the industrious classes 
by the long-protracted resistance to the mea- 
sure of reform, and the consequent stagnation 
of trade; also to omission or inattention, 
desiguedly or otherwise, of the rate and tax 
collectors; and to misunderstandings respect- 
ig dates and other matters of a supposed 
confused, contradictory, or complicated tenor, 
which there was not time enough between the 
promulgation of the act and the periods men- 
tioned to clear up sufficiently for general 
enidance. 

“That the same might be obviated in re- 
spect tu the next election, by substituting iu 
regard tu poor-rates, the ‘25th day of De- 
cember last;’ and with regard to assessed 
taxes, the 10th day of October last,’ in lieu of 
the words £ sixth day of April last’ wherever 
the latter date occurs in said act in reference 
to boroughs —thus rendering all voters eligible 
who had paid by the 20th July last their poor- 
rates due at Christmas, and their assessed 
taxes due the 10th of last October. 

‘And that it is therefore indispensable, in 
the opinion of this House, that a short reme- 
dial bill be introduced during the present 
session of Parliament to the above or an equal 
tect, in order to provide some remedy, at 
least for the present year, against the fatal 
error aud disfranchisement thus discovered to 
arise in the working of the restrictive clauses 
referred to in said act.” 


These resolutions were opposed by 
the honest Lord Attruorp, who, at the 
same time, withdrew his biil for extend- 
ing the time for paying rates and taxes 
from the 20th of July to the 20th of 
August, after that bill had induced a 
creat Many persons to pawn their goods 
_ order to pay up their arears of taxes! 
oun honest proceeding all remark 
; me be superfluous when we know 
at it comes from a Whig Ministry. 
hat is quite enough. The excuse, 
ae for withdrawing the bill is 
orthy of remark, He withdrew it, 
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first, ‘‘ because it would be impossi- 
‘ble for him to pass the bill if op- 
“ nosed in the present state of the ses- 
‘‘ sion; and secondly, because he did 
‘*not wish to pass the bill, if it was 
“held to be a breach of faith that the 
“ Reform Bill should not be altered.” 
Admirable pretence! Why did he 
bring in the bill? Let him answer 
that. He must have known that it 
would be opposed. He must have 
known it would be what he now calls a 
“breach of faith.” He must have 
known this; and why, therefore, did he 
bring in the bill? As soon as the bill 
was brought in they wrote to me from 
Manchester, that it would add greatly 
to the number of voters. Upon which I 
instantly observed, that it would add 
\greatly to the amount of the taxes col- 
lected. ‘This is what it did without 
adding at all to the number of voters ; 
and this, to be sure, was what it was 
intended to do. Upon this affair Dr. 
Brack remarks, that ‘ Ministers, by 
‘** connecting the suffrage with the pay- 








‘ment of rates and taxes before a day 
certain, have hung a@ millstone round 
‘€ their own necks. It is a thousand 
‘¢ nities they did not, instead of a quali- 
‘‘ fication of this invidious kind, take 
* some broad and obvious one, not cal- 
‘** culated to embitter the people, who 
“find themselves tantalised by the 
“promise of a qualification of which 
‘‘ they are unable to avail themselves. 
“ Colonel Evans said, ‘he had heard, 
“the disappointment was so great, 
‘that the people were again talking 
‘of not paying the taxes, and of run- 
“* ning upon the Bank for gold.’ That 
‘would BE ABSURD. But the dis- 
“ franchisement must make the present. 
‘* Ministers very unpopular, and perhaps 
** destroy them. Mr. Hume observed that, 
“* if the population of the large towns 
‘** were disfranchised to the extent of 
** ¢ three-fourths or four-fifths, it would 
“bea most serious evil, and would 
“* produce nothing else but dissatis. 


“6 


“ce 


“that he knew nothing certain of the», 
“ matter; but ‘ not believing in the 8x+.. 
“tent of the disfranchisement, she 


‘* ¢ could not believe the extent of 
i D 





“faction.” Lord Anrnorp admitted \ OL 
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* ¢ dissatisfaction.’ This is a matter of 
“too great importance to be left to ac- 
“cident. We fear Ministers will be 
“* found to have erred egregiously in their 
** estimate of the alacrity with which 
“* rates and taxes are paid. Lord Atraore 
“* said that ‘It should be remembered that 
** the period fixed by the bill allowed 
** * three months to be in arrears.’ 


“pear a long arrear, but this only 
** proves how little his Lordship knows 
“of what passes amony the people. 


“The brokers could have told him) 


“ ogee, by this subject.” 
Oh, no, 


Reroru Brut. 





To | tion of the number of voters as a“ mill- 
“his Lordship three months may ap-| stone.” 


octor! It is not a “ mill- | emoluments which they are receiving ; 
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want to have made, and that are abso. 
lutely necessary to their comfortable 
existence. For this reason they revard 
them as one united, consolidated faction, 
which faction they wish to see stripped 
of all power. If you, Doctor, do not 
perceive this, the Ministers do; and, 
therefore, they regard not this diminu- 


With regard to the effect of any un- 
popularity which this tax-and-rate trick 
will bring upon them, they care nota 
straw: their ‘ opponents,” as they are 
ludicrously called, naturally want the 


stone” round the necks of the Ministers. | but those “ opponents would much 
It is a little bag with a charm in it,| rather that the present men should 
which they think will preserve them | keep in power than stand the conse- 


from the thunder and lightning of re- quences of a real change in the system. 
form ; as a Mrs. Leicn, of once great |'To be plain with you, Doctor, my opi- 
notoriety, thought that a camphor-bag | nion is, that the two factions, while 
would preserve her from dangers of a apparently opposed to each other, go 


very delicate description ; and in both 
cases the charm will, in the end, be at- 
tended with much about the same sort 
of success. Oh, no, Doctor! The 
present Ministers know better than to 
look upon the diminution of the num- 
ber of voters as the means of their de- 
struction. On the contrary, they expect 
destruction from a large number of 
voters. You seem to imagine that they 
dread nobody but the Tories : you seem 
to forget that there are any such persons 
as Radicals in the world: you seem to 
think, that all those who are not for the 
Ministers are Tories: you do not ap- 
pear to have an idea that both these 
factions may be destroyed at once ; and 
that it is not pleasant to be destroyed in 
company any more than singly. The 
people and their leaders do not judge in 
the manner that you do: they view 
both factions in the same light; and 
well they may, seeing that both factions 
act precisely the same part towards 
them. ‘They see the two factions cor- 
dially united in loading them with taxes, 
and in resisting every endeavour to di- 
minish their burdens. Why, therefore, 
should they prefer one to the other? 
They see not the smallest disposition on 
the part of the present Ministers to 
make any of those changes that they 











cordially hand-in-hand in all these 
curious proceedings ; and that the great 
object of both is, to make the Reform 
Bill produce no change whatever in the 
manner of conducting the affairs of the 
nation, and particularly with regard to 
the burdens which the people have to 
bear. 

Whether the Parliament be to be dis- 
solved, or whether it be to be called 
together again to alter this Reform Vill, 
I shall probably learn before this Re- 
gister will go to the press; but this [ 
know already; that, if it be dissolved, 
and if Colonel Evans be correct, the 
next election will very likely produce 
scenes which will lead to other scenes 
which are very likely to bring this 
celebrated system to a close. 





16. August. 

Since writing the above, the Parlia- 
ment has met, and the following con- 
versation took place with respect to the 
number of persons who had qualified for 
voting. It appears that Colonel Evans 
was misreporthed, and that he did not 
state the numbers as facts, but merely 
as a supposition of his own. Therefore, 
that insult will not be offered to the 
nation to that extent. But the whole 
of the conversation, as the reader will 
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clearly perceive, shows that an attempt 
cannot be made to execute the bill 
without producing confusion throughout 
the country. The Ministers themselves 
do not understand the meaning of the 
bill; but, before I go further, let me 





‘in all the other boroughs, with the 
‘“ exception of Warrington, concerning 
‘« which I have received no:information, 
‘*T understand that in no case is’ the 
‘* number of voters. qualified under 700. 
‘‘(Hear, hear.) I do not, of course, 


insert the report of this conversation, “‘ know on what authority my gallant 
which I do from the Morning Chronicle ‘‘ Friend made his statement ; but it is 
newspaper. When I have done that, I “ quite clear, from the accounts which 
shall make some remarks. I request ** ] have received, that he must have 
my readers to go through the whole of “ been very much deceived. 
this talk with great care, and to pay | “ Mr. Macaunay had that morning 
particular attention to the parts which “ had an opportunity of conversing with 
I have marked with ttalicks. \‘* a gentleman from Yorkshire, who had 
“Lord Arrnorp—If this petition “ told him that no inconvenience, such 
f really prays for the repeal of the | & as that described by the gallant officer, 
“ whole bill, except the disfranchising |‘. bad been felt about Leeds, for that 
i F = “there the generality of the rates and 
clauses, 1 think the opinion of the 4c taxes had been paid up, and he be- 
“ petitioners ought not to have weight « lieved that the same statement might 
“ with us ; for, according to that prayer, ‘‘ be made with respect to all the manu- 
“ Manchester, and all other large towns, |“ facturing towns in Yorkshire, (Hear, 
“ ought again to be left without repre- | “ hear.) 
“ sentatives. Now that I am on my! ‘Colonel Evans was very glad to 
“legs, I wish to take an opportunity of “ hear the statement that had just been 
“adverting to a statement made by a “ made by the noble Lord ; and, in fact, 
“allant Friend of mine (the Member “ if the noble Lord had not made that 
“for Rye) the other day. My gallant |‘ statement, he (Colonel Evans) should 
“ Friend stated, that in Manchester there ‘ have risen for the same purpose, be- 
“ would be, under the Reform Bill, as | ‘* cause he himself had received letters 


“ qualified by the payment of rates and 
“ taxes, only 758 voters; in Blackburn, 
“78; in Ashton, 75; in Bolton, $4; 
“in Bury, 42 ; in Salford, 40; in 
“Rochdale, 38; and in Warrington, 
“40. In consequence of that statement 
“having been made public, a gentle- 
“man, on whose authority 1 have every 
“right to rely, has writtea to me on 
the subject, and he informs me that, 
‘instead of 758, no less than 4,400 
“have qualified in the township ‘of 
‘ Manchester alone, and that, taking 
2 the whole borough, there are from 
_ 7,000 to 8,000 electors qualified to 
M vote. In Salford, the number who 
x have qualified is from 1,100 to 1,200. 
a Tn Bolton, instead of 84, the number 
5 Upwards of 1,000, not above 10 
_, Out of the 1,000 being disqualified 
_ from non-payment. In Blackburn, 
_, Bstead of 78, the number is 1,000, 
: Which information I have derived 
y from a gentleman who has actually 

canvassed 800 out of the 1,000: and 


“ confirming the account just given by 
** the noble Lord. In the reports that 
‘** had been given of his former speech 
“on this subject, it had been made to 
‘“‘ appear as if he had positively stated 
‘that the numbers in these different 
“* towns were such as had been just re- 
‘¢ counted by his noble Friend. But the 
“fact was, that he had only stated a 
‘** suppositious case. He had said, 
“ taking the standard of the parish of 
“ St. James in London, and reckoning 
“‘ the towns in Lancashire by the same 
“ rule, the effect will be soand so. He 
‘* must, however, again repeat his be- 
“lief that it would be found that 
*« great disfranchisement would prevail 
“‘ at the time of registration in the me- 
“ tropolitan districts. 

“ Mr. T. Duncompe—The nobleLord 
“ on a former occasion, stated, that any 
‘* scot-and-lot voter who had paid’ his 
“rates up to the day of registration 
‘* would be entitled tavote. I wish to 
“ask him whether he meant the rates 
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«‘ due to 5th of April, or the rates due to “ only twenty-two out of the whole pa- 


** the day of registration ? 
“ Lord Autaore—lI really think that 


“ these questions would be more fairly 
“addressed to a lawyer than to me; 
“ but I apprehend that the law formerly 
‘© was, that all rates must be paid by 


“the scot-and-lot voters up to the day 
“* of the election; and all that is done by 
“the present bill is to put the day of 
“ registration vice the day of election. 
(Hear, hear.) Therefore, where a 
“voter claims under the old law, all 


‘* rates must be paid up to the. day of 


“ registration; and this would have 


“* been the case, if we had adopted the |“ whether the Government would allow 
*“* the proposition of giving all scot-and- | “‘the register to be postponed? He 
“understood the Paymaster of the 


“Jot voters throughout the kingdom 
* the elective franchise. 

“Mr. ‘T. Doncompe—Then [ am 
‘able to state that not one electorin the 
“parish of St. George, Westminster, 


‘* will be entitled to vote. (Hear, hear.) | 


‘*They have paid their rates up to 
«25th of March ; but if required to pay 
“them up to the day of registration, 
“not one will be able to do that; in- 
“deed, | believe that it is already too 
‘“‘ late now to take sucha step. I had 
‘an opportunity this morning of as- 
“ certuining that not one of the 5,144 
“ rate-payers in St. George's has quali- 
** fied according to the opinion just deli- 
** vered by the noble Lord; while, on 
“the other hand, 4;180 of them have 
** paid their rates up fo Lady-day last. 
“And now the simple question is— 
“© Can they vote? 

“ Lord Atruore—I omitted just 
“* now to state what I have already fre- 


“quently stated, that those only are | 
“* disqualified who refuse to pay when | 


** demand is made on them. ‘That is 
“the old law of scot-and-lot voting ; 
** and that is equally applicable under 
* the present act. Besides, if they have 
*‘ all paid up to Lady. day, such as oc- 
**cupy 10/. houses will be able to vote 
** on that claim. 

“ Mr. T. Duncompe—No, no? 

“ Mr. Witxs—The noble Lord does 
“* not appear to be aware that subsequent 
** rates have been made. 


** Mc, Duxncompe—I understand that 











*‘ rish have paid the dast rate. 

** Sir J. C. Hosnouse—When the 
“ collectors of the taxes give in their 
** accounts to the public treasury, they 
“are obliged to make affidavit that 
“ they have made the demand on all the 
‘* rate-payers ; so that it is impossible 
“ that any can escape that way. 

‘Lord Antnorp—My right hon. 
“‘ Friend having so long been a member 
“ for a scot-and-lot borough, I am sur- 
“ prised that he is not aware that pay- 
““ment of taxes is not necessary to 
** entitle a scot-and lot elector to vote. 

* Sir G. Warrenpver wished to ask 


‘** Forces to have intimated, that in all 
* probability no new election would take 
** place before December, in order to 
‘“‘ admit of the registration being per- 
“* fectly completed, He therefore wished 
“* to ask the nobie Lord whether there 
“* was any chance of a general election 
‘ before the register was complete ? 

‘Lord Attnorp—lI think that it is 
‘‘ quite impossible for a Minister of the 
** Crown, consistently with his duty, to 
‘‘ give an answer to that question. 
‘“* (Hear, hear.) I certainly did state on 
‘4 former occasion, that there would 
‘‘ be a great inconvenience in a general 
‘* election taking place before the regis- 
“ter was complete. I am willing to 
‘repeat that statement; but I think 
** that I should be guilty of a dereliction 
‘* of duty, were I to give any pledge as 
** to the dissolution of Parliament; and 
‘“* [ must, therefore, decline giving any 
‘‘ answer to the hon. Baronet. (Hear, 
** hear.) 

‘Mr. Hume had seen some dozens of 
‘* letters addressed to the candidates for 
“the Marybonne district, offering @ 
‘* pledge of voting if they would pay the 
“ writers’ rates; and it certainly was 
“ undeniable, that the clause which 
“ pressed most heayily on the new con- 
“ stituency was that which referred 0 
‘the payment of rates by the ‘small 
‘* tradesmen, who constituted by far the 
“ greater bulk of the metropolitan elec- 
‘tors; for which reason he was of 
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“opinion that the bill would never be 
“ thoroughly satisfactory to the country 


' « yntil it was so far modified as that the 


“ test of the payment of rates should be 
“ removed altogether. 

“Sir J. C. Hosnovse—lI shall be 
“exceedingly glad if my noble Friend 
« will answer the question of the hon. 
‘member for Hertford. It appears 
“that 4,180 of the rate-payers of St. 
“George’s paid their rates up to the 
“95th of March. Anew rate was made 








** question ; who then was to settle it ? 
‘There were so many difficulties aris- 
‘‘ ing that it was possible there might 
“not be enough members to form an 
‘* election commitiee in the new Par- 
‘“ liament. He understood that the 
“right hon. the Secretary for Ireland 
““(Mr. Stanley), greatly to his credit, 
“had summoned all the registering bar- 
* visters to Dublin, to state their opini- 
* ons on the new bill, so that a unifor- 
‘‘mity in their decisions might be ob- 


“on the Ist of April; and as the!‘ tained. He recommended a similar 


“act states all rates must be paid up 
“tothe 5th of April, I understand that 
“itis very doubtful whether all these 
“ persons will not be disgualified, 

“Mr. Cripes asked whether those 
“voters in boroughs whose right did 
“not before depend on the payment 


“of rates and taxes, were now to be 





*“‘ proceeding here, and if that were 
“done, it would be known whether 
“ there would be a necessity to summon 


‘a short session of Parliament before 


‘“¢ Christmas or not. 

“Mr. D. Wuirrte Harvey said no 
‘opinion could yet be formed on the 
‘“‘ subject of the disfranchisement or en- 


“forced to pay them to be entitled to|“ franchisement till the returns of those 


* vole. 

‘Lord Anruorp said that he could 
“only state his wish—what the legal 
“ effect of the bill might he, he cou/d not 
“say. He wished certainly that all the 
“reserved rights should be good on the 
“day of election, as they would have 
“been under the old law. 

“ Mr. WarBorron said, that the only 
“way then of settling the question 
“ would be by exposing the candidates 
“to the expense of coming to that 
“House. Probably a short session of 
“the Patiament would be necessary 
* lo setile the errors of this bill. 
me Sir Georce Warrenper said the 
“bill would be good for the lawyers— 
hot for the people. 
oe lhe Arroaney-Generat did not 
i believe that there was so great a diffi- 
: culty as was said. ‘To ascertain the 
3 night of scot-and-lot voters they must 
Consult the old laws, not the late bill. 
_ He deprecated asking questions in the 
, House, the answers to which, whether 
_ Correctly given of not, went abroad 
cs and generated much confusion. ‘The 
: ro of Commons was not the place 

° ae legal questions. 

« the S Hume contended that it was 
ne business of that House to settle 
we ~ question, and make the laws in- 

“igible. Legal men differed on the 





‘““who had paid rates and taxes were 
“completed. Yet should it turn out 
‘* that the constituency was not so nar- 
“ row as was expected, it would not be 
‘wise to have a new session of this 
‘* condemned Parliament. He believed 
‘“‘ that when the returns were completed, 
“it would be found that the constitu- 
‘“‘ency was only narrowed in certain 
“places, and that in general the people 
‘would be found to have paid up their 
“* taxes and rates.” 

If this be not the Tower or Base, 
never was there a Tower of Bazex ia 
the world. When questions are put 
to the honest Minister, he says that such 
questions ought to be put to a lawyer, 
and not to him; and Denman says, 
that such questions ought not to be 
put in the House, which was not the 
place to answer legal questions! At- 
THORP first says, that all rates and taxes 
must be paid up to the day of election, 
if the voters be old seot-and-lot voters ; 
and that as the day of registration is now 
to stand in this respect for the day of 


election, ail rates and taxes must be. 


paid, by this description of voters, up 


| to the day of registration; though the 


act says, that they shall pay up to the 
5th of April only. Denman confirms 
this law by his opinion; and then Mr. 
Duncomse shows that, out of 5,144 
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9 
voters in St.Grorer’s parish, 4,180 will 
be disqualified to vote. Then comes 
Lord ALruorr again, and says, that the 
payment of taxes is not necessary to 
entitle a scot-and-lot voter to vote. Yes, 
but the payment of rates is necessary ; 
and it is the want of that payment which 


‘councillor, wished to know from his 
noble friend whether ad/ these persons 


would be disqualified or not, 
And what answer does the honest 
statesman give! Why, “ that he can 





“only state his WISH, not being able 
** to say, what might be the legal effect 


produces the disqualification. Then|‘ of the bill.” After this, Mr. Hume 
comes Mr. Hume, and states, that he |expresses his opinion, that, “‘ there were 
has seen “‘ some dozens of letters ad-|‘‘ so many difficulties arising, that it 
«« dressed to a candidate of Marybonne | “‘ was possible that there might not be 
“ borough, in which the writers pledge ‘ in the new Parliament members enough 
“‘ themselves to vote for the said can-,‘ to form an election committee !” And 
‘didate, IF HE WOULD PAY ‘yet, I will be bound to say, that more 
“ THEIR RATES!" Here is a fine | than ten thousand pounds have been paid 
field! Field, did 1 say? Here is a tine | to extra lawyers for their work in the 
farm of unblushing bribery opened! drawing up of this bill. Mr. Hume says, 
‘This is reform, is it? If this be reform, | that Srantey has summoned all the re- 
1 should be glad to know what corrup- | gistering barristers of Ireland to meet 
tion is. Mr. Hume added, “ that the|at Dusity, in order that they may come 
‘* bill never could be satisfactory to the|to an agreement and common consent 
«country, until it was so far modified|/as to the meaning of the act! Such a 
“as that the test of the payment of thing was never heard of before in the 


‘‘ rates should be removed altogether.” 
Very true; but this is the very thing 


that the Whigs intended should be al 


check upon the exercise of the right 
of voting. Like all other men of the 
same description, they have fallen into 
a trap of their own setting: they have 
been contriving to narrow the right 
of voting; they have been placing 


world. What! were there not Denman 
and Horne and Brouguam to see that 
this act was clear in point of meaning? 
Were there not fifteen judges to be con- 
sulted on the meaning of it before it was 
passed ? Were there not a body of law- 
yers, costing more annually than the 
whole amount of the American govern- 





ment? And were there not the prime siz 





so many checks here and so many |Aundred and fifty-eight to see that the 
checks there; they have been making) thing was understandable before they 
sO many provisions to protect them-| gave their votes for it ? To inquire par- 
selves against the effects of public li-, ticularly into the provisions for execut- 
berty, that, being gifted with very|ing this measure was not, while the 
muddy heads, they have made one part | measure was in progress, my business ; 
of the bill while they have been for-| but, the moment the bill was passed, 
getting another part of it; and, at last, | and [ could find time to sit down to an 
even lawyers entertain three or four dis- | examination of its provisions, I'saw, that 
tinct opinions upon the same clauses of|as it mow stands, it newer can be al- 
the bill. Even Lady Juntana’s hus-, tempted to be executed without pro- 
band, who is at once privy-councillor ducing confusion. In these provisions 
and brewer, requests his noble Friend to | there are several most odious things; 
tell him how this matter stands; for | there runs through the whole a manifest 
that 4,190 of the rate-payers of St. | designto favour everything appertaining 
Grorae’s paid their rates wp to the 25th | to the order «f aristocracy; und every 
of March; that a NEW RATE was|thingis resorted to to narrow the power 
made on the Ist of Apri/; that these|of the people; but, the main obstacle 
rates could not be paid in so short aj is the payment of the rates, which could 
space of time as three clear days ; that] not possibly have had any thing but dis- 
the act requires that the rates should be| qualification in view. The payment of 
paid upto the 5th of April; and that/ the rates is an affair between the 

therefore he, the little brewer and privy-| and the rate-payer. It had nothing at 
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all to do with this matter; and the in- 


troduction of it could have no other ob- 


ject in view than sweeping disqualifica- 


tion; than taking away in reality rights 
given in appearance. It could have no 
other object than this. It was some- 
thing sought after to narrow the right 
of voting, and to keep the representa- 
tion in the hands of the rich. 

However, as malignity; is invariably 
accompanied with more or less of imbe- 
cility, so, in this case, the six hundred 
and fifty-eight, who have recently had 
the brass to call themselves “‘ the first 
“assembly of gentlemen in the world,” 
have so contrived the matter, that they 
have hatched upa thing at last, which 
they themselves cannot tell the meaning 
of. What they will now do, it would 
be temerity, indeed, to pretend to fore- 
see; but, this lL know well, that the bill 
can never be executed as it now stands ; 
and, | verily believe, that both factions 
are heartily glad of it. When Pre.’s- 
sitt Peet talked, a short time back, 
ofa “short session in October or No- 
vember,” I said, “ it was a feeler ;” 
and | observed, that none of the Minis- 
ters pul a negative upon the suggestion. 
Itwas clear to me what was meant then. 
I then thought, as I now think, that the 
election of the reformed Parliament 
would be put off as long as possible. I 
should not wonder, if it were not to be 
‘lected before the middle of the next 
‘ear. No troop of poultry ever were in 
greater dread of a hawk or a kite, than 
these two factions are of a reformed 
Parliament. But, are they quite sure 
"at there is not something still more to 
be dreaded than that? If their money- 
affair go to pieces, it will not be a 
("estion of politicul rights ; but a ques- 
“on of landed estates. Already they be- 
6'0 to hear people talk in a very strange 
oe about these landed estates. 
. r- i Buack tells his reaers, that it 
which Kugeness of the landed estates, 
te: is the principal cause of the pro- 
adie waste of the public money in 
iliibe sinecures, and salaries. This 
Maen _ of the Doctor's is false, to be 
mo re it Is not at all the less dan- 
be welt orthat ; and, let the aristocracy 

assured, that, the longer reform 


is delayed, the more general this opinion 
will become. There wants a Parlia- 
ment which shall prove to the people 
its sincere regard for them ; the confi- 
dence which such a Parliament would 
possess, would enable it, while it was 
relieving the people from their burdens, 
to convince them that they would not 
gain by the destruction of all the orders 
of society. Therefore, every delay which 
the aristocracy can procure, and every 
attempt that it makes hostile to the 
rights of the people, has a direct ten- 
dency to produce its own destruction. 





THE KING’S SPEECH. 


About half-past two o’clock this after- 
noon (16th Aug.) the King entered the 
House of Lords, and having taken his 
seat on the throne, his Majesty directed 
the Usher of the Black Rod to com- 
mand the attendance of the Commons. 

In afew minutes the Speaker, accom- 
panied by several members of the lower 
House, made their appearance at the 
bar, when his Majesty proceeded to de- 
liver the following speech :— 


‘© My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“ ‘The state of the public businessnow 
enabling me to release you from a fur- 
ther attendance in Parliament, I cannot 
take leave of you without expressing the 
satisfaction with which I have observed 
your diligence and zeal in the discharge 
of your duties. during a session of ex- 
traordinary labour and duration, 

‘The matters which you have had 
under your consideration have been of 
the first importance ;, and the laws in 
particular which have been passed for 
reforming the representation of the peo- 
ple have occupied, as,was unavoidable, 
the greatest portion of your time and.at- 
tention. 

“In recommending this subject. to 
your consideration it was my object, by 
removing the causes of just complaint, 
to restore general confidence in the le- 
gislature, and to giveadditional, security 
to the settled: institutions of the ‘state. 
This object will, I trust, be found, to 
lave been accomplished. 
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“T have still to lament the continu- | preservation of the public peace, and to 
ance of disturbances in Ireland, notwith- | the maintenance of the authority of the 
standing the vigilance and energy dis-|law in your respective counties. [ 
played by my Government there, in the] trust that the advantages enjoyed by all 


measures which it has taken to repress 
them. The laws which have been 
passed, in conformity with my recom- 
mendation at the beginning of the ses- 
sion with respect to the collection of 
tithes, are well calculated to lay the 
foundation of a new system, to the com- 
pletion of which the attention of Par- 
liament, when it again assembles, will 
of course be directed. 

“To this necessary work my best 
assistance will be given, by enforcing 
the execution of the laws, and by pro- 
moting the prosperity of a country 
blessed by Divine Providence with so 
many natural advantages. As con- 
ducive to this object, I must express the 
satisfaction which I have felt at the 
measures adopted for extending gene- 
rally to my people in that kingdom the 
benefits of education. 

“I continue to receive the most 
friendly assurances from all Foreign 
Powers ; and, though I am not enabled 
to announce to you the final arranye- 
ment of the questions which have been 
so long pending between Holland and 
Belgium, and though unhappily the 
contest in Portugal between the Princes 
of the house of Braganza still continues, 
I look with confidence, through the 
intimate union which subsists between 
me and my allies, to the preservation of 
general peace. 


“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 


“IT thank you for the supplies which 
you have granted to me, and it is as 
great satisfaction to me to find, not- 
withstanding large deductions from the 
revenue occasioned by the repeal of 
some taxes which pressed most heavily 
on my people, that you have been 
enabled, by-the exercise of a well-con- 
sidered economy in all the departments 
of the State, to provide for the service 
of the year, without any addition to the 
public burdens. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 


“I recommend to you during the re- 
cess the most careful attention to the 





my subjects under our free constitution 
will be duly appreciated and cherished ; 
that relief, from any real causes of com- 
plaint, will be sought only through legi- 
timate channels ; that all irregular and 
illegal proceedings will be discoun- 
tenanced and resisted; and that the 
establishment of internal tranquillity 
and order will prove that the measures 
which I have sanctioned will not be 
fruitless in promoting the security of the 
State and the contentment and welfare 
of my people.” 





COUNTY-VOTING. 


The following, from a correspondent 
in Surrey, is dated on Wednesday last. 


Notice of claim to be given to the overseers, 
on or before the 20th day of August, in 
order to be entitled to vote at the next 
election. 

I hereby give you notice, that I claim to be 
inserted in the list of voters for the divi- 
sion of the county of » and that the 
particulars ef my place of abode and qualifi- 
cation are stated below. Dated the —— day 
of ,in the year ——. (Christian aud 
surname at full length.) Signed ————- 

Place of abode, . 

Nature of qualification.—Freehold house 
(or warehouse, stable, land, field, annulty, 
rent-charge, &c. as the case may be, ¢''- 
ing such a description of the property % 
may serve to identify it.) 

Where situate in the parish.—(If the pro 
perty be not situate in any street, lane, o¢ 
the like place, then say ) ————— 

Name of the property, 
or, name of the occupying tenant ——— 

N. B.—One shilling to be paid for the ' 
gistry. 

Printed and sold by G. and W. Russell, 
Guildford. 


I have just heard that the forms of 
notices, of which the above is a cOPy: 
have been put into the hands of many 
of the persons entitled to vote, rou 
Guildford. These forms are distribut 
by the overseers themselves, for whom 
the notice is intended; but I ander- 
stand that others take a part in distr'- 
buting, and that they, as well as the 
overseers, take care, at the same time, 
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to present the electioneering card of 
Hotme Sumner; and they endeavour 
to extract promises to vote for him. 
His card is in the following words: 
‘‘ Col. Holme Sumner, candidate to re- 
“ present the western division of the 
“ county of Surrey, requests the favour 
“ of your vote and interest.” 

You are aware of the objections 
which existed to paying the shilling 
fine, namely, that many of those who 
have the right to vote now had it be- 
fore, and that the fine is a gross impo- 
sition upon all, besides; perhaps, in- 
tended for the very purpose of getting 
rid of sticklers for principle. However, 
the fear of being tricked by Sumner, in 





the case of election coming on in Sur- 
rey, by some accident (for no one has 
any idea of a general election) has de- 
cided many of the electors to pay the 
shilling ; and they are now going to 
the overseers in all the parishes, for 
forms to fill up. 

In this parish they have a different 
form from the above, and a better one, 
being in less words and more distinct ; 
it is also filled up for the Western Divi- 
sion of the County of Surrey; it is 
printed by the same printer, but is a 
second edition, revised and corrected, 
of the above, which no doubt emanates 
from the head-quarters of the tricky 
_ bungling draughtsmen of the bill it- 
self. 

This form, with Sumner's card, was 
carried to a farmer, who told the over- 
seer that he could not ‘‘ see a word of 
it.” The farmer, though he cccupies 
two farms, cannot read a word, which 
the overseer knew very well, and so 
explained what he had to do by word 
of mouth, and which chiefly consisted 
in paying a shilling and promising to 
vote for Sumner; but neither of which 
(perhaps from want of education and 
knowing better) the farmer would do. 

The people in this division of the 
county are completely alive to keep out 
this Sumner ; they know how they have 

n managed before, and that it was 
the voters from: London who prevented 


his election when he stood last. 1. do 
Rot believe that he has. the slightest 
chance of outwitting a new set of con-| 





stituents, though he is trying it by all 
the means affurded him by the slippery, 
double-dealing, and squinting bill. One 
of these tricks is, backwardness on the 
part of the overseers in giving the forms, 
except to those whom they know to be 
disposed, from taste, folly, interest or 
fear (very few of the first) to vote for 
them: for there is hardly one man in 
ten who knows the candidate ; but they 
know his friends well, and judge of, him 
accordingly. 

There is no doubt but that Sumner 
will be beaten hollow. by the more con- 
siderable land occupiers; people who 
might be afraid to vote against him or 
rather his friends, will neglect to pay 
their fine, so that in a few days they 
can be tormented no more. There is 
some doubt here, when the day is up for 
giving in the claim; there is a written 
notice on the church-door, which has not 
been read by a fiftieth part of the parish, 
and has been misunderstood by most that 
have read it, unless it mean the 30th of 
August. The people who cannot read 
and write, and are not in the habit of 
writing, are obliged to ask some one 
who is “ a scholar” to fill up their no- 
tices, even where they have the printed 
form ; this scholar is necessarily almost 
always the overseer from whom they 
receive the form, orsome other officious 
person, and thus they are dependent on 
these people for their right to vote, and 
at their mercy when they proceed to the 
poll, in case there be any technical in- 
correctness in the notice. ~ 

The above are only a few of the diffi- 
culties produced by the bill, in those 
clauses of it manifestly intended to nul- 
lify the right given by-.it in nine cases 
out of ten; there are many others, too 
intricate to describe here, orm this 
quiet, comparatively thinly-inhabited, 
opulent count Selina the clotting of a 
member for Parliament is more a 
time for those who are above/the pos 
sibility of want, than an: affair of ime 
mense and immediate importance, as it 
is, to Pamir mete wale pn 
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LETTER OF THE EARL OF 
RADNOR. 


EPWhich I should have inserted Jong ago, but 
it came to Bolt-court in my absence, and 
was forwarded to me.} 


Sir,—I received your letter on the 
2nd, on my return from the House of 
Lords very late on Monday night ; and 
have not been able till now to prepare 
an answer. In the mean time I perceive 
that you have published it in the Morn- 
ang Chronicle. I know not whether it 
has appeared in any other papers-; but I 
must beg you to make this my reply as 
public as your letter: if any thing is 
charged for the insertion, I shall be 
reaily to repay you. 

You refer to the report of my speech 
as given in the papers. I did not read 
the report ; and having left town at six 
on Tuesday morning, | have had no 
opportunity of referring to it. 1 do not 
think I stated—lI certainly did not mean 
to state — that your “‘ petition repre- 
“ sented some part of the people as be- 
** lieving that the cutting up a human 
* body might have a tendency to pre- 
*‘ vent its resurrection.” But 1 did 
refer to another petition presented to 
the House some days previously, in 
which this absurdity was broached, and 
I added, that there were passages in 
your petition which seemed to counte- 
nance it. I think I did not overstate 
the inference to be drawn from the fol- 
lowing passages: “a bill, which has 
“the manifest tendency to root from 
** the minds of men those religious opi- 
* nions, which make a distinction be- 
“" tween the future state of human beings, 
“and that of brutes ;” and again, “ if 
** human bodies can be legally sold and 
“cut up into pieces without ary 
“ detriment te our faith, vur hope, our 
““religious feeling.” If these passages 

not mean what | impute to them, I 
Teally know not what they mean. 
And if you admit, as you seem in your 
letter to admit, that the state of the 
soul is not affected; if you admit, as 
you must admit, that the body cannut 
be pained, or bodily suffering inflicted ; 
what remains but the injury offered to 
the feelings of the survivors! and if care 





is taken that no feelings shall be mo- 
lested, surely the bill does all that can 
be done. 

You think that I took a wrong view 
of the subject, if I said, that the bill was 
more for the benefit of the poor than for 
that of the rich. Idid not say so. I 
did say, that perhaps immediately it 
might be more for the benefit of the 
rich than of the poor; but that ulti- 
mately it tended equally to their advan- 
tage. This I said, alluding to the pro- 
motion of science, of which more here- 
after: but Iam bound to state, that the 
next day, in conversation with another 
peer on the subject, he said, and I ad- 
mitted, that I had understated the im- 
mediate advantage accruing to the poor 
from the improvement and diffusion of 
the science of surgery. And this, at 
least, proves the sincerity of our opi- 
union: for even if you could suppose 
that this assertion we put forth in pub- 
lic is for the purpose of deceiving the 
people, you can hardly think us hypo- 
crites enough to hold this language of 
deception amongst ourselves in private ; 
and you will not doubt my account of 
the communication. 

But in another point of view, if I 
admit, as I am bound to do, that bodies 
dissected under the bill will be almost 
universally those of the poor, let me ask 
you on the other hand, whether, with- 
out the bill, it is not sonow? Who 
are they whose tombs are ransacked and 
remains turned up? Are: they not the 
poor? If I was to die to-morrow, my 
body would be deposited in a place 
much more secure than the house { am 
sitting in. Is there any probability that 
my body would be stolen? The body 
likely to be stolen is that consigned to 
a church-yard grave. Does not the bill 
give the poor man a better chance that 
his body will remain undisturbed than 
he has now? Again, who are they who 
are burked, as it is called? Are they 
not the poor? I never heard of a lord, 
ora rich man, who was burked; but I 
have ‘heard of a poor Italian boy ; and 
poor young women out of place; and 
distressed: and an old woman, who 
was a mendicant; will net the bill afford 
protection to these against this \dis- 








1g 


418 18rH Avevstr, 1932. 


ceful (I mean nationally disgraceful) 
system? Surely you must admit, that 
apart from science, the bill gives a pro- 
tection to the distressed poor when 





living, and to their bodies when dead, 
which they are now without. | 

You state in your petition, that the, 
law has “ found the effectual means of 
‘protecting the dead bodies of cattle, 
sheep, swine and poultry ;” and that 
laws have been passed “ for transporting 
‘beyond the seas men having, in the 
“night-time, and in or near a cover, 
“the dead body of a hare, pheasant, 
“or partridge, in their possession,” and 
you infer that the legislature has the 
power, but not the inclination, to give 
such protection to the dead bodies of 
the poor. I am sorry to be obliged to 
think that this passage is introduced 
for the purpose of inflammation. Is it 
true that the severity of the law does 
effectually protect the live or dead bodies 
of hares, or sheep, or poultry? are 
they not often stolen? are not hares, 
and pheasants, and partridges, destroy- 
ed? And has not the legislature lately 
adopted the course of allowing a com- 
paratively free trade in these articles? 
[ do not admit that there is any fair 
analogy between the cases; but what 
there is seems to me to make against 
you. And do you believe that any 
enactment of increased severity could 
prevent the stealing of dead bodies ? or 
could there be any increased punish- 
ment inflicted on burkers ? 

[ repeat, what I said in the House, 
that the billin its provision makes no 
distinction whatever between the rich 
and the poor. A poor man can forbid 
the dissection of his body as well as the 
rich, or his widow may, or his child, or 
his relations. But it may be said that 
the price offered will bea temptation too 
Strong for a poor distressed family to 
resist. Without laying much stress on 
the condition (which, however, has I 
think considerable weight) that not 
much attention is due to feelings which 
are to be overcome by many ; it is sup- 
Posed, and with good ground, that 
when bodies can be procured without 
tae direct or dan violation of the’ 

W, the price given: for-them -will' tell 





to sueh an extent, that this temptation 
will become next to nothing, and that 
thus their feelings will not be put to so 
severe a trial. | 

Now as to the utility of science: is 


not the poor man benefited by the pro- 


gress of surgery? Has he not a direct 


interest in the diffusion of it? If I were 


to break my leg, I might if I chose ob- 
tain the attendance of the first surgeon 
in London; but if one of my labourers 
were to do so, could he? or could it be 
expected that I should for him ? And is 


it not for his manifest benefit that the 


practitioners of the neighbouring town 
or the surgeons of the infirmary should 
be skilful and experienced: I knew 
some years ago a Russian nobleman, 
who had lost his leg when commanding 
an army of 100,000 men; and I was 
told that when the accident occurred 
there was no surgeon with the army 


with proper instrument to perform the 


amputation, and that a courier was ac- 
tually sent from Warsaw to Petersburgh 
to fetch one. What must have been 
the miserable condition of the privates 
of his army after and before? What 
their sufferings! how numerous the 
deaths ! 
But you state in your petition that in 
your opinion “ this horrible profanation 
“‘ of the tomb is not necessary to the per- 
‘fection of surgical or medical science,” 


and in your letter you repeat this obser-: 


vationin other words and say, “ that this 
‘*butcher-like work tends to cherish 


‘ignorance rather than promote sci-: 
“ence.” As to “ the profanation of’ 
the tomb,” the authors of the bill hope’ 
ther; but as to “‘ the: 


to prevent it alt 
butcher-like work,” that is, dissection, 


can you really believe this? I have’ 


read all that you have published’ (at 
least in the Register) on this subject, 


and some very ingenious essays in ano~’ 
ther paper to the same effect, and with: 
every disposition to be persuaded, 1) 
cannot believe it. All the most eminent: 
surgeons tell us the reverse. ‘Is it the 
case with any other study, of art, or’ 


by: 
‘jnereased 


science?’ Have you not 
your constant practice, great 


facility in composition? ‘Can’ a statuary” 
or’a painter délieate*the human form 
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if seen only in the ordinary dress. ia 
which we usually appear? And is it to 
be supposed that the surgeon, who is 
called upon, with unshaken nerves and 
unerring hand, unsparingly to cut the | 
flesh within a hair's breadth of a vital | 
part, could do so without an intimate 

knowledge of the precise position of the | 
part which to touch might be death ? | 
and how could such knowledge be ac- | 
quired except from personal examina. | 
tion of a variety of bodies Mr. Alex-| P.S. I will not continue this contro- 
ander, the oculist, is said to perform the | Versy, especially as, by so doing, | 
operation of couching many hundreds |might be thought not sufficiently to 
of times in the course of the year, and , respect the opinions of my Lord Rap- 
to succeed, I think, in twenty-nine | xor ; but, regarding the bill as greatly 
cases out of thirty, Could this be done | t”jurtous to the poorer part of the 
if every integument of the eye was not, pe-ple, I shall never cease my en- 
perfectly familiar to him? You have | deavours to cause ts repeal. 

yourself more than once stated the Wa. COBBETT. 

comfort and relief you experience from| | 
the invention of an eminent surgeon. | 
The machine you allude to is, I believe, | 
an ingenious mechanical contrivance - | DENMAN AT NOTTINGHAM! 
but do you suppose that any ingenuity | : 

would have been able to apply the; I rake the following from the Morz- 
principles of mechanics in such a way | tng Chronicle of the 16th instant, which 
as to afford the relief you experience, gives it as an extract from the Notting- 
had not the inventor made himself per- | kam Journal. 


afford protection to the bodies both of 
the living and the dead. 

There are some other parts of your 
petition which I should like to have 
observed upon, but I have trespassed 
too long on your patience and your 
sheets. am, 

Your obedient humble servant, 


Rapnor, 
Longford Castle, July 6, 1832. 
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fectly acquainted with the nature of the 
accident, the situation of the disorder, 
the formation of the body, and the 
texture of the parts? and could this be 
done without repeated personal examin- 
ation and minute observation ? 

You have no taste for surgery : nor 
have I. But [ cannot but think it a 
merciful dispensation of Providence that 
there are men, with as kind hearts and 





have, who have not only no distaste for 
it, but who are enabled to perform its 
offices fearlessly and most beneficially 
for their fellow-creatures. ‘To enable 
them to do so, without either a breach 
of the law, or a direct or indirect en- 
couragement to crime, this act is pro- 
posed. It is not, I confess, drawn up 
in the form in which I think it should 
have been; but it has. undergone,.I 
believe, some alterations and amend- 
ments since | left town. At all events, 
however, it professes to check, if nét ; 


minable crimes; and it will, 1 hope, 





benevolent feelings as you or I may) 


altogether to prevent, some most abo-|I 


| ‘* At the Norrincuam Rerorm Fes- 
““pivan on Monday, Sir T. Denman, 
'“ the, Attorney-General, and Sir R. C. 
“ Ferouson, met the procession. Sir 
** Tuomas was assailed with groans and 
‘* imprecations from a number of men 
** who had banded together for that pur- 
“pose. Allusions to the execution of 
*‘ the Nottingham ricters, and the most 
“* bitter taunts, were addressed to him; 
ropes were exhibited round men’s necks, 
“ and from the spirit manifested, it was 
« generally believed that, had not the 
“« Attorney-General been well protected, 
‘“* he would have sustained some pe?- 
‘« sonal injury. When he attempted to 
‘« address them at the Market-place, he 
“‘ was again received with groans, and 
“‘ cries of ‘ No Denman,’ ‘ Bristol him, 

‘* &c. All attempts to procure a hear- 
*ing were ineffectual. Sir R. Fer- 
* Guson was received with cheers.” 

. When I was at Suerrieip I was ad- 
vised not to go to Norrineuam ; and if 
did, to be sure not to utter a breath 
against Denman ; for that, if I did so, I 
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should get my brains knocked out. I 
went to Nortixncuam; andthere, in the 
face of a very great audience, laid on 
upon him in set form. I reserved this 
part of my ad:lress till the close of the 
evening, when I began thus: ** And 
‘now, gentlemen, having so many 
“ reasons to be proud of the reception 
“which you have given me, and being 
“uncommonly anxious not to do any- 
“ thing to make the world believe that 
“Tam unworthy of your esteem; and 
‘being above all things anxious to 
‘ preserve that esteem, I cxnnot endure 
“the thought of going from this fa- 
“mous town, leaving behind me the 


- 


“ impression that I had not had the cou- | 
“rage, in the face of his friends, to! 


“ speak of Denman in the manner which 
“I think he deserves. Amongst the 
‘“ ventlemen present he is likely to have 
“many advocates, much more able to 
‘defend than I am to attack. If those 
genilemen choose to undertake the 
‘task, all I have to ask of them is, that 
‘ they will first hear me out; and, upon 
that sole condition, I promise them to 


“ word, and not to attempt to trouble 
“you with any reply.” This was so 
reasonable ; it discovered a disposition 
so perfectly free from all desire to mis- 
represent ; the proposition was so fair, 
that it was impossible for any one to 
object to it without doing Denman 
more harm than good. 
_ Having paused a little, my proposi- 
tion was received with loud marks of 
approbation, and with a general cry of 
‘Goon! goon!” Thus fairly started. 
Idid go on. 1 took the gentleman up 
from the time when he was standing 
Counsel to the parish officers of Sr. 
George's, Hanover-square. I carried 
him along at a pretty speedy rate, stop- 
ping a little while to takea glance at his 
chivalrous exploits in the case of the 
Poor Queen ; and then brought him 
galloping into the thick of the special 
Commissioners ; andthen we had Farmer 
¥s, poor Henry Cook of Micue.- 
ever, and the carpenter at thirty shil- 
lings a week. ‘Then we darted away to 
CODMAN at Barrve, and Parson Rusu, 
of Crownursr. There we had before 





(us all the goodly company that we had 
| before us in the Court of King’s Bench ; 
and, ever and anon, there were thunders 
of applause, at which the lawyers present 
(it being Assize time) seemed as much 
shocked as if they had heard the roaring 
of a West India tornado, ‘ Thus, gen- 
** tlemen,” said I. in conclusion, ** have 
“I discharged my duty towards this 
“* man, or rather towards you: discharge 
“you your duty, towards your country 
“and your children; and, if you do 
‘‘ discharge that duty, this man will 
“ never again have to call himself the 
‘ representative of this fine town, which 
‘has so long been celebrated for its 
‘* good sense, and its love of liberty and 
‘ of justice.” Then down I sat, amidst 
very loud cheers ; and, finding that no 
defender appeared, I got up, made the 
audience a bow, wished prosperity to 
the town of Nottingham, and bade them 
good night. : 

I have always thought that it was a 
scarecrow that | met at Suerrie.p. | 








‘thought so then; but, scarecrow or 


scarecrow not, I was resolved to go to 


sit here, and hear them to the last| Norrineuam; and being there, 1 was 


resolved to give my opinion of Denman. 
Iam not supposing that [ had anything 
ar all to do in producing the effect which 
is recorded above. The people of Nor- 
TINGHAM are a most spirited people ; 
,and they are as sensible as they are spi- 
rited: they had had their eye upon all 
the movements of their member. They 
had traced him in all the proceedings 
with regard to the press in London ; 
and, though he had not then actually 
brought me to trial ; though he had very 
judiciously put off that trial, still it re- 
quired a great deal of cunning to get 
smoothly over that election. Now the 
case is wholly different ; for Brisrot and 
Norrinenam have since that time made 
a figure. It was curiously contrived 
that the Special Assizes for Bristrox and 
Notrincuam should be going both at 
the same time! He could not be at 





~ 


both ; and he chose tobe at Baisrov! All - 
this, however, does not appear to have © 
been sufficient : the people of Norrinc- 
HAM seem to have made up their minds 
to relinquish the high honour of having 


him for a representative again. The | 
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men who loaded him with imprecations | 


are said to have been “ banded toge- 
ther” for that purpose. Banded toge- 
ther! What is meant by that, I won- 
der? there must have been a pretty 
large number of these “ banded” men 


to put his body in jeopardy, when, ac- | 


cording to account, there were more than 
a hundred thousand persons assembled at 
Norrineuam. It is said, that 30,000 
persons sat down to dinner in the great 
square, or rather triangle, in the mid- 
dle of that town. ‘The inhabitants 
from the neighbouring towns, and from 
all the villages round about, had, it 


seems, flocked into the town; so that, 


if the banded men had been few in 
number, it is strange how they could 
have worked him in this way. I have 
no doubt, indeed, that it was settled be- 
forehand what sort of a reception he 
should have ; and why are not the peo- 
ple to settle these matters beforehand ? 
But to suppose that he was thus driven 
about by a mere handful of men is 
ridiculous: it must have been by the 
general consent of this multitude of 
Nottinghamshire people. 

But the benefit which he will receive 
from this treatment at Norrinenaw, by 
no means, I imagine, had its termina- 
tion on that spot. ‘The character pro- 
nounced of him there will fol/ow him 
elsewhere. 1 was stricken with a little 
paragraph which appeared in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle a little while ago, the ob- 
ject of which was, gently to puff him 
iato the metropolitan borough of Frvs- 
pury. Ah! said I, bad news from Not- 
tingham. Mr. Serjeant Seankte, once 
a reporther to the Morning Chronicle, 
was put forth by Dr. Biack as his col- 
league for Finssuay. Finssuay was 
sounded ; and the electors shook their 
heads, talked of the crowds of vendors 
of cheap publications who are in Cold- 
bath-fields prison; talked of several 
other things ; but, aboveall things they 
asked why he did not go to Nortine- 
Ham. Will he now return to Finspury? 
If he do, I can assure him, I will take 
it. upon myself to assure him, that he 
will stand just as a chance there 
as he would at Norrincuam itself; and 
can assure Mr, Serjeant Sranais, that 








his chance would be just as good as that 
of his ‘* learned brother.” 

Avexanper Barine said, that one of 
his objections to the Reform Bill was, 
that by taking away the rotten bo- 
roughs there would be no seats into 
which the Ministers could put the law- 
officers of the crown. Very likely; 
but what necessity is there that they 
should be in aay seats at all? The 
only really good reason would be, that 
they might be in Parliament, ready with 
their opinions and their advice, respect- 
ing the making of laws; but the an- 
swer to this is, that this very man de- 
clared, only last night, that the houses 
of Parliament were unfit places for the 
asking of questions relative to matters of 
law. Besides, there he has been, for 
nearly two years, while the Reform Bili 
was framing and passing ; he has ut- 
tered volumes of gabbling stuff called 
speeches in defence of it; there he is 
now confessedly not daring to pro- 
nounce what is the meaning of it; 
there is the bill, receiving a different 
construction in every different county 
and town, and, apparently, not to go 
into force without another session of 
Parliament to explain, to alter, to 
amend it. 

What, then, is the utility of such a 
man being in Parliament? From the 
nature of his situation he can represent 
nobody, unless he can find somebody 
who is content that members shall vote 
as the minister shall please. In short, a 
seat in Parliament is wholly incompa- 
tible with his office ; for he must either 
wholly disregard the preservation of his. 
seat, or he must have an eye to his seat, 
while acting in his office of Attorney- 
General. Acting upon these grounds, 
the wise people of America take care 
that their law-officers shall never be 
law-makers at the same time; and 
they also take care, that no man, from 
the chief justice of the peace, shall be 
an administerer of the laws and 4 
maker of them at the same time. Thus 
it was in England, and thus it must be 
igain before we can enjoy an 
worthy of the name of freedom. 

It will be amusing to follow Dan- 
man in his beat, and to see to what bo- 
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rough he will go next ; and to observe 
what reception he will meet with there. 
Go whither he will, the NorrincHam 
news will travel before him. The mo- 
ment his name is mentioned, the scene 
at Norrincuam will rush into people's 
minds, and the exclamation in the 
mouth of every man will be, ‘* What! 
“ Are we to put up with a fellow that 
“was driven out of Norrincuam ?” 
However, no matter whither he goes, 
or what he does: either there will be 
from fifty toa hundred good men in the 
reformed Parliament or there will not. 
In either case he will be harmless. 





“FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.” 


Wuen I was in Sussex the other day, 
[ heard with great pleasure, that great 
numbers of these societies in that county 
had been broken up, and that the money 
had been divided. ‘The following letter 
upon the subject contains very curious 
matter; matter very well worthy the 
attention of all those persons who are 
weak enough to imagine that they can 
ever secure any benefit by depositing 
their money in this manner. This letter 
has been pointed out to me as well 
Worthy of general attention. Such I 
find it to be, and, therefore, | insert it. 





_Sit,—As your paper is not. confined 
like some, to the hemisphere of the aris- 
‘ocracy, but is read by all, and as you 
have uniformly shown yourself the 
stanch friend of the people, both in 


regard to their collective and individual | 


nzhts, I feel less hesitation than I 
should otherwise do, in addressing you 
on the subject of the present letter. 
- The subject is one that directly affects 
“a useful classes ; and as I am anxious 
that all should become acquainted with 
it, I seek to obtain a place for my. re- 
ry 'n your paper (should you consider 
€m deserving that notice), enjoying, 
as it does, such an; extensive circu- 


tion. 
Since the passing of the “ Friendly 
prieties ” Act of Parliament, Mr,J. T. 


‘att, Who is the appointed barrister to 
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assist in carrying it into operation, and 
without whose concurrence societies 
cannot have their rules enrolled, has in- 
troduced a clause into all their rules re- 
lative to the disposal of the money be- 
longing to a member at his death; by 
which clauses members are restricted 
to will such money to no other person 
than a relation. 

This is the clause to which I wish to 
call the public attention, regarding it, as 
1 do, as illegal, as useless, and most 
mischievous ; illegal, because it is con- 
trary to all existing law; useless, be- 
cause conferring no advantage to soci- 
eties; and mischievous, because it is a 
regulation pregnant with evils of the 
most dangerous tendency to public free- 
dom ; and is an interference on the part 
of the legislature with private property 
(for in that light we must regard the 
property of benefit societies), that ought 
to be viewed by the people with the most 
jealous suspicion, and deprecated by 
them in the most pointed manner, inas- 
much if we once permit the legislature to 
take that control of our property, which 
we ought unquestionably to possess, from 
our hands, it can carry its power out 
farther, and declare that no property 
shall be willed away but as it directs ; 
and if it choose, instead of granting us 
even the miserable latitude of only will- 
ing it to our relations, it may declare 
that the Crown shall become the great 
legatee of the country, leaving our 
connexions dependent on its generosity 
for support. Some may be inclined to 
think that no such dangers are likely to 
result from it; I would in reply ob- 
serve, that when once a bad principle 
comes into operation, there is no fore- 
seeing where it will end; besides, jit 
would be as well to recollect, that the 
Parliament who so kindly undertook by 
this act the management of upwards of 
thirty millions of private property, (the 
amount of capital invested in benefit so- 
cieties) was that very Parliament which 
has since been driven, unexpectedly on 
its part, with public execration from the 
helm of power, and therefore it is. nat 
unreasonable to suppose that something 
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not very good was intended, Again, if 
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previous to greater encroachments, why 
was it inserted? If it mean not mis- 
chief, cui bono, what good will it con- 
fer upon the people? ‘This must be 
shown, or the clause must be repudi- 
ated; for it is the greatest of ull ab- 
surdities to have restrictions placed over 
us Without any motive fur doing so. 
Thus, the Parliament who passed that act 
and its advocates, must show this 
clause to be good, and therefore useful, 
or they must plead guilty to the ex- 
treme of either folly or wickedness, to 
elicit which is one object of my present 
letter. My next object relates to the 
act itself; for having perused it, [ am 
of opinion, as far as a man who is no 
lawyer can judge of these mysterious 
compositions, that Mr. Pratt is not jus- 
tified by the act in inflicting this clause 
upon benefit societies. I am in hopes 
of finding that he has taken a wrong 
view of the law; for we know, from ex- 
perience, that even judges dilfer upon 
the meaning of acts of Parliament; so 
clear and definite are these precious 
productions ; and Mr. Pratt has hereto- 
fore had his decisions respecting this act 
reversed on other, though minor points. 
Possibly some of your readers, more 
ecquainted with law Latin than myself, 
may favour me with a clear exposition of 
the matter. But, however, whether the 
act authorises the clause, or Mr. Pratt 
has put a wrong interpretation on it, 1 
consider the clause to be fraught with 
the most evil consequences, and that, 
therefore, it ought to be speedily an- 
nulled. 
Should the members of any benefit 
society deem my objections valid, the 





ing, as it would be attended with very 
litle expense, for as it vitally interests 
all, all ought to contribute, and if they 
did, the expense would not equal a 
penny to each member. Let them re- 
member that they must be united if they 
expect any advantages to accrue to them 
from the amending or repeal of this act. 
Union has brought about political re- 
form—and union only can achieve this. 
Hoping to see the matter taken up by 
able and influential hands, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


T. Dovssery. 
Crown-court, Golden-square, 
June 16, 1832, 





KING’S HEALTH. 


I nave not been much of a dinnerer in 
my life-time ; but Ihave presided at four, 
I think ; and one or the other of them, in 
each of the reigns of the three kings, 
George the Third, George the Fourth, 
and William the Fourth. At no one of 
these dinners would I ever consent to 
give the King’s health; not because 
either of the Kings had offended me ; 
not because I disliked either of them; 
not on account of any opinion that I en- 
tertained of their character and con- 
duct ; but because I thought it an act 
of baseness; because I thought it an act 
of hypocrisy ; especially when it is per- 
fectly notorious that there was, for 
many years, almost a legal compulsion 
to perform this act ; to yield to which 
compulsion I deemed it excessively 
base. For a similar reason I left 
off going to the theatre in 1803; 
and I have never gone since. In those 


best way, in my opinion, to obtain the | days of infamous tyranny and unparal- 
removal of the objectionable clause, will | leled baseness, it was the fashion, when 
be, in the first place, to try the legality | that collection of rubbish, called “ @ 

of Mr. Pratt's construction, by submit-|save the King,” was being sung )y 
ting an altered rule to a magistrate in| the poor subservient creatures upon the 
the usual manner. If, in the sequel, they | stage, for everybody to stand wp, with 
find that Mr. Pratt be right, there is still | their hats off; and sometimes the poor 
another remedy, that of petitioning a re- | creatures were compelled to squall the 
formed Parliament, to alter and amend | stupid words three or four times ove" 
the act ; or, as there are manyother ob- | For this reason I abandoned that scene 
jectionable parts, perhaps it would be a| of baseness, though Jou» Kenmare col 


shorter and better plan to 


pass a new/tinued, for many, many years, to supply 
act altogether. There is nothing to de- | me with a free-admiss 





ter ies from adopting this proceed- 


I have now lived to see the day whe, 
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ata public meeting held in London, it 
has not been omitted to give the King’s 
health ; but, when the health was given 
by the chairman, and that chairman a 
member of Parliament, generally very 
highly esteemed, the health has been 
refused to be drunk. I have lived to 
see this ; and I shall live to see, I dare 
say, a great many other things, of which 
this seems to be one of the natural fore- 
runners. It is curious to observe how 
injustice works, in the end, its own 
remedy. Every one knows, that the 
making of this toast a matter of course, 
was the effect of fear. After the French 
revolutionary war began, men were 


afraid not to give and to drink this toast. 


They did it to save themselves from 
ruin: if they did it not, they were 
marked out for destruction. So that at 
last it became a thing of course ; to omit 
it was taken, of course, as an open 
avowal of hostility to Aing/y government. 
See, then, the danger, which at last 
arises from this; for, now, men will 
leave it off; and the inference to be 
drawn from their so doing may lead to 
very important consequences. 

The festival in question was, all taken 
together, a very interesting affair. It is 
said that upwards of fifteen hundred 
people sat down to table; and the mul- 
titude assembled in and about the house 
was, Iam told, prodigious. ‘Ihe order 
of the proceedings is said to have been 
admirable, and to have reflected great 
honour on the members of the National 
Political Union. I shall insert an ac- 
count of these proceedings here, with- 
out offering any opinions of my own 
upon the reasons. given for not drinking 
the King’s health. But,as the Morning 
Chronicle has expressed some disappro- 
bation of the conduct of the Union upon 
this subject, 1 shall insert its remarks; 
and shall, perhaps, offer a few observa- 
tions of my own upon those remarks. 


GRAND REFORM FESTIVAL OF THE 
NATIONAL POLITICAL UNION. 


Yesterday being the day appointed by the 
Counett of this Union for the eoLcation ot the 
bri of reform in England, Sévtland, and 

ew the members of the Univn dined to- 
gether, at the Eyre-Arms Tavern, St. Jubn's- 

The large roum, which was decorated 


with the union flag and other emblems of li- 
berty, was crowded tu excess. The two smaller 
rooms were equally crowded; and a large 
party, which could not obtain admittance into 
the house, dined together in the gardens, 
Upwards of 1500 numbers sat down to table. 
Mr. Hume presided, and was supported by 





Sir John M. Doyle, M.P., D. W. Harvey, 


'M.P., Rev. W. Fox, Rev, Dr. Wade, Count 


Poeiro, Count Czapski, Dr. Schultze, Dr. 
Sczyrma, Mr. Galloway, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Law- 
less, Mr. Offor (candidate fur the Tower Ham- 
lets), Mr. Detrosier (the Secretary), the mem- 
bers of the Council, and many other eminent 
reformers. The dinuer was most excellent ; 
and after the cloth was withdrawn, accommo- 
dation was made in the large roum, the ve- 
randas. and the gallery, for some hundreds 
of those who were prevented from dining 
there, aud the busiuess of the day then com- 
menced, 

The CHAIRMAN, in proposing the first toast, 
characterized the bill of reform, though not 
going so far as he and many reformers could 
wish, yet, neverthcless, asa great measure, 
aud likely to lead to a reform still better and 
more extensive. After a few observations, he 
concluded by giving ** The Sovereignty of the 
People.’ (Loud Cheers.) The toast was drunk 
with the greatest euthusiasm,.—Air, * Rule 
Britaneia.” 

The ChairRMAN then proposed * THE 
KING ;” but was answered by loud cries of 
** Vo, xo!” from all parts of the room. At 
least 5-6ths of the company refused to drink the 
toast, aud the band striking up ‘* Rule 
Britannia,” instead of the customary air, was 
greeted with three cheers. 

The Cuairman, in rising to propose the 
next toast, said, that in this toast, at least, he 
anticipated no difference of opinion; it was 
‘* The greatest happiness tothe greatest num- 
ber.” (Cheers.) This sentiment was well 
known to the public, as having been frequent- 
ly brought before it by one of the best of men, 
whom we had but recently lost. This princi- 
ple had hitherto been but very little respected 
by Government; but he hoped we might 
shortly look furward to the time when every 
Government that existed, or that should be 
established, should have for its object the 
happiness of those over whom it was called 
to rule. Unless the attainment of this end 
were to be promoted by the Reform Bill, he 
fur one should have considered it utterly un- 
worthy of the trouble and labour which he 
and thousands of others had bestowed upon its 
advocacy. He, however, did cousider, that by 
accomplishing that measure, they had made a 
rapid stride towards the consummation of this 
all-important priociple. The terms of Whig 
and Tory would soon, he trusted, he altogether 
forgotten, and the House of mons filled 
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lation of the faction, whom we had at length 
succeeded in overthrowing. The best meaus 
of accomplishing this would be to return no 
man to Parliament whu would not distinctly 
pledge himself to promote at all times the 
greatest happiness of the greatest number, 
and every man who acted in opposition to this 
principle was vot only unqualified to be a 
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how far a spirit of uvion had gone abroad 
amongst the people, and how far a much 
worse spirit prevailed amongst. their then 
rulers. They feared the progress of this po- 
pular spirit so opposed to all their maxims of 
policy, and they did their utmost to put it 
down, at whatever expense, wherever it pre- 
sented itself to view. Since that time even 


Statesman, but was a traitor to his country. | the face of the times had materially changed. 


(Loud cheers.) 
toast, and hoped they would drink it with that 
enthusiasm which its paramount importance 
required. (Applause). 
times three. 

Air—‘ Haste to the Wedding.’ 


The CualrMAN then drew the attention of | 


He proposed to them this | 





Drunk with three | themselves. 


Men learved from experience, aud the evils 
which they suffered taught them the means 
by which alone they could hope to extricate 
The pressure of the burdens 
imposed on account of, and the various other 
consequences of that war, for which men for- 
merly threw up their caps, bad made their 


the company to Mr. Detrosier, the Secretary | sous reflect, and effected a total revolution in 


of the Union, who would propose the next | 


toast. 

Mr. Detroster, who appeared to be la- 
bouring under indisposition and considerable 
excitement, was received with loud cheers: 
Mr. Chairman and fellow-citizens, if, on the 
present occasion, | am unable to do that jus- 
tice to this toast which my feelings and senti- 
ments dictate, you must attribute it to my 
state of health, which is at present suffering 
from a recent fit of sickness. If! fail, there- 
fore, in this, it will not be because my heart, 
as one of those that wish well to mankind, is 


to you (great and continued applause)— 


Union is the basis of society, It is that to 
which man owes his civil and political power ; 
aud Union, directed by knowledge—when 
knowledge shall have become more general— 
will become omnipotent to good in all nations 
of the earth. (Hear, hear.) Government it- 
self is but a Political Union, with all the 
strength of the country concentrated into one 
focus, in order to effect that for the people 
which their individual efforts are not equal to. 
If 1 were to allow my feelings to get the better 
of my judgment, I would say much on this 
met ae of Union amongst the people: but 
willrefrain. lt was not (said Mr. D.) many 
years since the principle of Union that existed 
amonvgstthe people was widely different from 
that which at present prevails. The Union 
which then existed might be summed up in 
the word nationality, by which men were led 
to believe that, to cheat other nations, was the 
surest way of advancing their own interests ; 
and when, instead of seeking to elevate them- 
selves, their only care was to depress their 
neighbours. (Hear.) ‘Those days of iguorance 
were now passed away. (Cheers.) it was no 
Jonger in the power of the factious few to ap- 
peal to the people ef England, to her pea- 
santry, to her artisans, to become parties to a 
crusade — the liberties of Continenral 
Europe. The ple would no louger lend 
themselves to the establishment of tyranny in 
go countries. (Cheers) It was but a 

few years since the oceurrences of the memo- 
rable massacre of Manchester: the circuw- 
stances connected with that event showed 





| united people could effect. 
not in the right place. (Cheers.) Union—for 
it is ‘* The Unions " which I have to propose | 





their opinions and their character ; and they 
were pow as different from those who shouted 
at the murderof Frenchmen—aye, as widely 
different as were the poles asunder. (Hear, 
hear.) To what were these changes attribu- 
table? First of all,to the operation of the 
evils resulting from previous misgovernment ; 
aud, secondly, from the increase of kuowledge 
amongst the people—and, behold, Union was 
now a word which all the peeple understood 
and reduced to practice. Ireland was the 
first great modern exemplar of what a 
(Cheers.) At 
a period when Ireland with one voice de- 
manded Cathvlie emancipation, a mighty 
military Captain, whose greatest pleasure 
it seemed ever to be to crush the bud- 
ding hopes of the liberties of mankind, 
declared that Catholic emascipation should 
not be granted. Scarcely, however, had a 
few short months elapsed, when the spirit of 
the peuple of Ireland, embodied in the Catholic 
Association, compelled him to bow beneath 
its power, and concede that which he had at 
first declared no circumstances should ever 
prevail upon him to concede, The example 
was not lost upon this country; the spirit of 
union arouse in England, and daily increased 
in strength. The progress of events soon put 
its power to the test. The same military 
chieftain who had made that memorable de- 
claration against Catholic emancipation said 
that refurm—that reform for which the voice 
of the nation was raised—that for which the 
misery of cur domestic hearths was pleading 
—that for which every lover of his species 
called—was not needed, aud should not be 
granted. What was the consequence? He 
whose military tactics had so often led him on 
to victory was doomed, as a politician, to 

defeated, even by the very men whom he 
despised. He feli—fell at the altar of public 
vpinion, a second time its victim—and was 
obliged to relinquish a post which the united 
voice of the empire declared him unfit to hold. 
He had insulted his country, and his country 
had doomed him to cont Unlike the 
great of old, his fall was not a great fail: it 
was indeed cage by the few, but it was ac- 
companied by the acclamations of ns. 
Upon that followed the introduction of the 
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Reform Bill by Lord John Russell, which 
exceeded the hopes and expectations of the 
people, inasmuch as the people had net given 
the Whigs credit for such liberality. After 
referring to the progress of the bill through 
the Commons, and the vexatious opposition 
it there met with, he proceeded tu say that the 





mauy days of signiug 800, 1,000, 1,100, 1,200 
1,500 tickets per day ; and even with the as- 
sistance he obtained he was scarcely able to 
meet the demand of the members who througed 
fur admission. (Cheers.) The Unions were 
the standards of the country’s safety, and 


‘around them all the people rallied. (Cheers.) 


bill was ultimately carried upto a House (as |The voice of the people became as the voice of 


it was called) of Lords—(iaughter) —to which 
custom had given a title that, in bis mind, 
they had not the slightest claim to—a claim 
to superior wisdom—a House, the very exist- 
ence of which was an insult to common sense 
—(loud cheers)—a House whose existence 
was a libel to the understanding of man— 
(cheers)—its existence being based on the 
assumption of hereditary wisdom, than which 
nothing could be more absurd. But a day 
when hereditary wisdom should be acknow- 
ledged by maukind was fast receding from 
our view. The light of truth was shining 
forth upon the world, and men would soon 
perceive that no mau could be born with 
wisdom superior to his fellow-man, merely 
because his father was alord. (Cheers.) After 
rendering praise to the King for his conduct 
in dissolving his Parliament aud appealing 
to his people, aud briefly touching on the 
excitement of the elections, and the suc- 
cessful exertions of the people to return 
a majority of members pledged to the bill, he 
came to the event which cumpelied the Mi- 
nisters to demand from the King additional 
powers, with the alternative of their resigna- 
tion in case of a refusal. He described this pe- 
riod as the most awful crisis that had ever 
taken place in this couatry, and drew a 
graphic picture of the agitation which every- 
where prevailed under the determined spirit 
of union and resistance which had manifested 
itself in Londen, Birmingham, Manchester, 
aud to the remetest parts of the empire. After 
cordemming his Majesty’s application to Lord 
Lyndhurst as a gross insult to a people who 
prized honour, who valued honour and mo- 
rality—But what, said he, must we think of 
the conduct of the Duke of Wellington at this 
juncture?) The Duke of Wellington was 
again ready to take office, It indeed had been 
said, that Majesty did endeavour to save itself 
from the imputation of a breach of faith, by 
stipulating with the Duke that he should 
carry, if nut the whole, the greater part of the 
bill. Aud thus the Duke of Wellington, in 
spite of his repeated declarations, was, like a 
dog, ready and willing to come a second time 
to his vomit. (Loud Cheers.) But, in the 
interim, a power had arisen of which the 
Duke of Wellington and his party bad nucon- 
ception, The people—the majesty of the 
people—the people in the majesty of know- 
edge and of numbers, declared ‘they would 
hut accept a Wellington administration. The 
re emanded a resturation of Earl Grey. 

he House of Comémons responded to their 
sPpeal, and addressed a vigorous remonstraoce 


the Throne. The Unions increased daily: 


in strength. He had the agreeable task fur 





one man—the people spoke their will aud it 
was dune. (Loud Cheers.) Earl Grey was 
carried back in teiamph upon the shoulders 
of the people, and the bill uf reform was the 
reward of their labour. Such were the glorious 
results of union amoug his countrymen, and 
such he trusted would be its result in every 
nation of the earth. He deprecated in the 
strongest language the absurdity and fully of 
those who raised the cuckoo note of Toryism 
for the dissulution of the Unions. He thea 
took a review of the progress of freedom upon 
the continent, and the conspiracy how guing 
on between the allied despots to crush it in 
Italy, in Germany, and wherever it should 
raise its head. The disgraceful conduct of 
the King of Hanover (groaus) was such as to 
raise a just suspicion, that he who was so hos- 
tile to liberty in Germauy could be no sincere 
friend to liberty in England. He abhorred war 
aud warriors, but he thought there were some 
circumstances under which peace becamea 
crime. This observatiun was applicable to 
the state of Germany and Pvland at the pre- 
seut time. Were he a German ora Pole, he 
should exclaim in the words of the poet— 

“‘ Plant, plant the tree, fair freedom’s tree, 

’Midst dangers, wounds, and slaughter, 
The patriot’s breast its soil should be, 

And tyrants’ blood its water.’ (Cheers.) 

He could only, in conclusion, point out to 
those foreigners who were then present, the 
result of union here, and urged them to adopt 
similar means for the purpose of working out 
their own freedom. Aud, as Godwin observed 
years agu, the voice of union became omnipo- 
tent to effect.all that could be desired by the 
friends of humavity—and it would be ulti- 
mately victorious, though not a sword should 
be drawn or a fiuger raised for the purpose of 
vivlence from one end of the continent to the 
ober, (Loud applause.) 

The toast was then drunk amidst tremendous 
cheering, and the National Patriotic Hymna, 
composed for the occasion by Mr. 4 a 
mewberof the Union, was suug by Mr. Beue- 
dict, the whole company joining iu the chorus, 


Mr. Rutt proposed “ The Liberty of the — 


Press.” He was oueof the oldest— probably 
the oldest refurmer preseut. It was nearly. 
half a ceatury since be first steod upon the 
tuble at a political meeting, in company with. 
Major Cartwright. After passing a high: 
eulogium upon the character of that emivent 
a ne preteens that the —_—— 
rinei test. happiness of 
. coubareuad-ahieh as it were’ had. 
associated with the name of Bentham, | 
was acknowledged by him io one of his early 
works to be derived from no less a source 
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Dr. Priestley. The speaker commented in | trated the change that had taken place in the 
rather strong language upon the atrocious | character of the times, that Mr. Perry,ithe 
edicts against the liberty uf the press lately | able and intelligent writer of the drgus, was 
promulgated in Germany. George IIL, as | imprisoned in Newgate, for declaring that the 
elector of Hanover, seat forward, in 1794, one | members of the House of Commons were not 
of the most infamous restrictions of the press | the representatives of the people; whilst his 
ever devised by monarch or submitted to by | descendants were rejoicing at the passing of a 
people; aud it might be said of our present! bill, the preamble of which contained the very 
King as was said in the old Latin saying— | same declaration. 

that he followed his father with equal steps.| The toast was drunk with three times three. 
After a few other observations, the venerable Air—*‘ St. Patrick's day.’ 

gentleman concluded by quoting the celebrat-| Mr. Manon gave ‘‘ Lord Ebrington and the 
ed signal of the victorious Nelson, which he | patriotic majority.” 

begged to state he used in a far otherand| The next tuast was ‘ Poland.” (Great 
nobler application than in reference to battle, | cheering.) 

either by sea or land, ** Eaglaud expects every Dr. sczyrma and Count Czapski, two 
man to do his duty.” Polish exiles, returned thanks. 

‘* The liberty of the press ’’ was then drunk Sir Joun M. Doyte, M.P. gave the next 
amidst great enthusiasm—Air, ‘ Britons, | toast, * The rising spirit of liberty in Germany, 
strike home.’ Italy, and Portugal.” He contended that 

Rev. Mr. Fox gave the next toast, ** Civil | Portugal bad great claims upoa the sympathy 
aud religious jiberty all over the world.”’ | and assistance of Englishmen, because they, 
They were properly combined, for religious | or rather their late governors, were mainly 
liberty was a civil right, and civil liberty was | instrumental in the establishment of constitu- 
a religious right. The two were insepara- | tioval freedom in that country. The orders of 
ble. ‘Khe Rev. gentleman proceeded to ex-| the British army and fleet, when Don Miguel 
patiate upon these topics in a most elo- | arrived as the regent of his brother, and under 
quent and much-applauded speech, which | the obligation of a most solemn oath, to ob- 


we regret our limits will not euable us| serve the constitution which his brother, to his 


to give. He commented on the absurdity of ; praise, had voluntarily granted, were perfect 
those who called upon the Unions to dissolve, | neutrality in the internal affairs of Portugal. 
at the very moment when they had given such That order no one could blame; but they 
a proof of their utilitv, and when they had so | went on to direct that, in case of an attack 
much more to accomplish. It was true that! upon the royal family, our forces shouid in- 
we had got the Reform Bill, and we rejoiced terfere for their protection. So that when 
over it; but what was it? It was but a step | Miguel, by his treacherous usurpation and his 
or two in advance, and we were called upon, | tyrannical attempts to subvert the constitution, 
not to desist in our labour, but to go forward, | became the object of the most justifiable op- 
even with more energy, to complete the work | position, the influence of the British power 
which had only been just commenced. It | was, under this order, made use of to screen 
would be wrong to hold the lauguage of com- | him from the consequences of his own conduct, 
plete congratulation ; ow the coutrary, they | and thus effectually to enable him to triumph 
bad no brilliant phantasmagoria to exinbit. | over the liberties of Portugal. He wished this 
They cunld not point to this or that, as the | transaction to be more publicly known than 
effects of the bill ; but theirs was rather like | it had been hitherto, because it placed in the 
the puppet-show of George Alexander Stevens, strongest puint of view the claims of Portu- 
who said, ** Now you shall see Adam and Eve | guese constitutionalists, not merely to our 
a-going to be created.” (Laughter aud cheers.) | passive sympathy, but to our active support. 
The rev. gentleman concluded, by expressing (Cheers.) 
his opinion in favour of an extension of syf-| Dr. Evwoop spoke at some length on the 
frage, and calling upon the country to support | subject of Germauy, and contended that Eog- 
the cause of civil aud religious liberty, at all! land was deeply interested in maintaining the 
times, here and all the world over. liberties of the Continent against the combi- 

The toast was then drunk with three times | nation of the despots, in order to the security 
three. of our own institutions. 

Mr. Murpny proposed the next toast, Dr. Scuutrze briefly returned thanks o® 
“The patriots of Ireland.” He dwelt, at| bebalf of his German countrymen. 
great length, on the injustice exhibited in the | The Cuatrman begged to propose a toast, 
fovernment of that country, aud denounced | which, although not in the lists of the 
tithes as av imposition that ought to be en- | stewards, would, he hoped, meet with general 
tirely abolished. He could not but advert to | approbation‘ The Freuch Nation, and the 
the fact, that whilst we were expressing so| glorious three days of July.” (Loud cheers.) 
much indignation at the attacks upon the} One of the heroes of that glorious battle 
hiberty of the press in other countries, num- | would return thanks on behalf of hiscountry- 
bers of those who were endeavouring to up-| men. 
hold it iu this country, were languishing in| The toast was drunk with great applause. 
our prisons, at the command of a Whig go-}| Mons. De Saintervit_e, who was received 
vernment, It was a fact that strikingly filus- with much cheering, addressed the company 


’ 














of 


‘is 


ne 


nis 
my, 
p- 
yer 
en 
ct, 
ph 
his 
an 
the 
tu- 
our 
ort. 


the 


og- 
the 
nbi- 
ity 
on 
ast, 
he 
ral 
the 
ttle 
y- 


433 1Sta Aveust, 1832. 434 


in French. He hoped they would permit him, 
on behalf of the soldiers uf the barricades of 
July, to express his thanks for the honour 
which had just been conferred upon himself 
and his comrades, and more especially for the 
very flattering manner in which the toast bad 
been received. He felt himself bound more 
so to return thanks to their respectable presi- 
dent, who, in his own eloquent lauguage, had 
taken such flattering aud obliging notice of | 
the three days of July. Glorious, as he was | 
pleased to call them—glorious they were, | 
without doubt—glorious in reference to the | 
cause in which they were connected, and for | 
the success with which they were crowned, 
(Cheers.) He then adveited, in feeling 
language, to the unfortunate condition of 
Poland. Like ourselves, Freuchmen re- 
garded the Poles as their brothers. All 
who suffer in the cause of the people 
were in fact theirbrethren. Englishmen aud 
Frenchmen had now the pleasure of fighting 
the battles of freedom side by side. lu Por- 
tugal, at this moment, his countrymen would 
be found in the same ranks with ours, assist- 
ing in the endeavours to extirpate a ferocious 
tyrant, and to relieve that country from the 
domination of a monster, who, whilst com- 
mitting the greatest cruelties, yet claimed to 
be king by the graceof God. (Cheers.) He 
expressed the utmost indignation at the brutal 
despotism of the diet of Frankfort. Who could 
patently submit that a country so intelligent 
as Germany—the country of Goethe and of 
Schiller—should be deprived of the light of 
knowledge? Who could submit that a coun- 
try that had given birth to the press should be 
deprived of the free exercise of that wondrous 
invention? He begged once more to thank 
them fur the kindness with which they had 
heardhim. (Applause.) 

One or two other toasts were then given, 
“ The health of the chairman” was proposed, 
and the dinner company separated. 

Bands of music were provided, and a ball 
was subsequently given to the female friends 
and relatives of the members. Mr. Lioyd con- 
ducted the musical department, and the whole 
arrangements of the day were such as to call 
forth from the chairman and the company the 


most flattering compliments to the stewards 
and the council. 





——— 





CHRONICLE'S REMARKS. 


WE regret to perceive, in our yesterday’s 
report of the reform festival of the National 
Political Union, that “ when the chairman 
(Mr. Hume) proposed ‘ The King,’ he was 
answered by lould cries of ‘ Wo, no,’ from all 
parts of the room. At least five-sixths of the 
company refused to drink the toast, and the 
band striking up ‘ Rule Britannia,’ instead 
of the Customary air, was greeted with three 
Sheers.’ We say we regret this; because, 
Speaking conscientiously, we do not think his 

‘Jesty merits such treatment, We think we 





can guess the cause of this display of feeling: 
We have no doubt that the wounds caused by 
the resignation of Ear! Grey’s ministry have 
been re-opened, when hardly well healed, hy 
the signature of his Majesty, as Aing o 

Hanover, to the accursed decree of the Diet of 
Frankfort. We detest the decree as much as 
any member of the Political Union can do; 
but some allowance ought to be made for the 
circumstances in Which the Kiug is placed 
with regard to Hanover. In fact, we do not 
believe that his Majesty knew anything at all 
of the matter, till his attention was drawn to 
the subject by the sensation produced in this 
country. The people of England do not go 
alovg with the Political Union in this matter. 
The people of England must know that they 
owe much to his Majesty for his support of 
reform. They know what has taken place 
under the countenance of his Majesty; but 
they capnot know what might have taken 
place, if his Majesty had uct made it a conii- 
tion with the Duke of Wellington to give as 
large a measure of reform as that of Earl 
Grey. We, fur our part, should have been 
sorry to see an attempt made to try what 
could be done in this country to carry a mea- 
sure against the determination of the King, 
and the resources at his command. ‘The re- 
port states that Mr. Detrosier, ‘‘ after con- 
demuing his Majesty’s applieation to Lord 
Lyndhurst as a gross insult to a people who 
prized honour, who valued honour and mo- 
rality, exclaimed, But what must. we think of 
the Duke of Wellington at this juncture? The 
Duke of Wellington was again ready to take 
office, It, indeed, had beew said that Majesty 
did endeavour to save itself from the imputa- 
tion of a breach of faith, by stipulating with 
the Duke, that he should carry, if not the 
whole, the greater part of the bill.” The 
Muke of Wellington is fair game. But why 
must such a hard meusure be dealt out to the 
King, to whom we are indebted for the proud 
distinction of obtaining without bloodshed and 
domestic confusion one of the greatest revolu- 
tions ever obtained by a nation? Let not re- 
formers so soon forget what they owe to our 
Monarch. Allowance ought to be made for 
the very critical circumstances in which he 
was placed, when he hesitated to give a power 
to create Peers, while, on the other hand, 
justice should be done to the great serivce we 
ubtained from his name and countenance, It 
certainly does seem singular, that the very best 


King of the Hanover family,should be the first | 


to whom a slight was ever put at a public 
meeting. 

The present king is always the best ; 
so that here the Doctor gives us nothing 
new. Why the Doctor should have 
any guessing about the cause of not 
drinking the King’s health, is rather 
surprising, seeing that the causes (for 
there were two of them) were so fully 
stated by Mr. Derrosier. As to the 
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King signing the decree of the Diet at | town of Birmingham, and that such of 


Frankrort, without knowing any thing 
at ail of the matter, I dare not give my 
assent to that opinion; because that 
would be to say that a King is no more 
than a log of wood. ‘That is impos-| 
sible, unless we suppose the King not to 
have any mind at all; or, unless we 

rd him as a duplicate personage, 
being half Hanoverian and half English, 
the latter having a mind and the former 
having none. ‘The truth is, that the 
despots had, when they framed their 
decree, England in their eye as much as 
they had Germany; and the decree was 
passed with a view to counteract the 
spread of the principles of the English 
reform: it was in fact a declaration 
against the English Reform Bill; and, 
if the reformed Parliament do its duty 
towards the people, it will grant not 
one single penny for the purpose of 
keeping up the diplomatic intercourse 
with any one of those who signed that 
decree. 

The Doctor thinks, “* that Wa.urne- 
Ton was fair game.” He ~~ be 
lashed for having kissed the King’s 
hand; but the King was to be ap- 
plauded for having held him out the 
hand to kiss. No, no, Doctor! Better 
not blame WetuinGron for that affair. 
Better say nothing about the conduct of 
either; or, if you will insist upon it, 
that We.tineron is “ fair game,” you 
must suffer the King to take the conse- 
quences. 





BIRMINGHAM WORKMEN. 


Tus following address or declaration 
which was agreed to at Birmingham the 
other day, and which has doubtless 
been presented to Lorp Grey, is a very 
eloquent but still very true statement of 
the case of all the working people in 
England. IT recommend it to the best 
attention of my readers; but I shall 


think it necessary to add some remarks 
upon it. 


On the motion of Mr. T. Salt, seconded 
by Mr. M. P. Haynes, 


“* That the following declaration be 
recommended to the workmen of the} 


them as approve its contents, be invited 
to sign it, 


“« To the Right Hon. Earl Grey. 


“* We, the undersigned workmen of 
“the town of Birmingham, on behalf 
** of ourselves and of our fellow-coun- 
‘* trymen of the industrious classes gene- 
“ rally, think it our duty to claim from 
* your lordship the redress of our nu- 
‘“‘ merous wrongs and grievances. 

** We appeal to your lordship as the 
“head of his Majesty’s Government, 
“and we make known to your lordship 
“our hopes, our rights, and the long 
** history of our wrongs. 

‘“* We represent to your lordship, that 
*“ we are men of toil, that we produce 
‘“* by our labour all the necessaries and 
“luxuries with which this country 
** abounds, yet are contented, ourselves, 
*“* with the bare means of existence. We 
** are anxious only to preserve our hum- 
‘ ble homes, and to supply the humble 
“* wants of our families. 

“* We know that no right of property 
** exists till the labourer is fed out of the 
** produce of his labour. Yet in Eng- 
‘** Jand the labourer is not fed. By his 
*« toil the harvest is sown and gathered, 
“ by his toil (under the blessings of God) 
“the land is filled with abundance ; 
“* yet, in the midst of this abundance he 
“starves. The wrongs of the labourers 
““of England are unmeasured and un- 
“ speakable ; famine and despair in Ire- 
“Jand, privation of every kind in Eng- 
“ Jand, exhibit one perpetual sacrifice 
“ of human happiness and of human life. 
** Want and care, more fatal than pes- 
** tilence and war, visit our homes. ‘The 
‘* wasted strength and the broken heart 
‘‘ —the workhouse and the grave—such 
“is the fate of the English labourer. 

‘* For many years we suffered patient 
“ly, in the hope that our sufferings 
“would be relieved. We pursued our 
‘‘ humble occupations, trusting that the 
“ legislature would not fail to protect 
“us. ‘The legislature gave us. no pro- 
‘* tection. Under the dominion of the 


“ loanmonger and the boroughmonge', 
** of fraud and of tyranny, our wrongs an 





“ grievances multiplied until our very 
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<‘ existence became endangered. We 
“then thought it our duty to inquire 
‘‘ into the laws which oppress us. 

‘“« We first observed that our means of 
“ existence depended on our being able 
“to exchange our labour for money, 
“and to exchange the money thus ob- 
“ tained for bread. We found that laws 
“had been passed to make money 
‘“searce and dear, and other laws to 
“make bread scarce and dear. The 
“source of our sufferings became in- 
“stantly apparent to us—we plainly 
“ saw that when money was scarce, we 
“ could not readily exchange our labour 
“for money; and that when money was 
“dear, we must give a great deal of la- 
‘‘bour to obtain a little money ; when 
“ with this money, so hardly earned, we 
“had to buy dear bread, the sum of our 
“misery seemed complete. But we 
“searehed further, and we found that 
“ we were burdened with a large debt, 
“called the National Debt—that this 
“debt was contracted in paper money, 
“the lenders having passed a law de- 
“claratory that their paper money was 
‘as valuable as gold money. The lend- 
“ing ceased. The repayment began. 
“ The lenders, through the medium of 
“ their agents and tools, then passed a 
“law to destroy paper money. They 
“then declared that paper was not as 
“ valuable as gold, and insisted on being 
“ paid in gold the vast amount lent in 
“paper. ‘Lhe gold was never advanced 
“to the nation, it never existed in the 
nation, yet for nearly fifteen years, 
Y these cruel and sordid men have per- 
; sisted in the vain and criminal at- 
_, empt, to wring their fraudulent 
4 claim out of the sweat, the tears, and 

the blood of the English labourer. 
P We have represented to your lordship 
our sufferings and the atrocious frauds 
. of which we have been the victims. 
3 rhe loanmongers and the borough- 
_, mongers have inflicted, with unrelent- 
oe cruelty, torture and death on the 
~ English labourer. The nation ap- 
, pealed, in vain, for mercy, to these 
. ruthless despots. ‘Their petitions were 
, feated with contemptuous neglect, 
(and they were taught, by long and 

atal experience, that it was useless 


. 


438 


“to expect that justice woulil be done 
“them until they had recovered those 
“constitational rights of which they 
“* have been deprived. 

‘« The industrious classes throughout 
‘the British empire, united as one man, 
“to insist that their right to be really, 
“* represented in the Commons’ House 
‘of Parliament should be restored ;— 
“by the © patriotism, the wisdom, 
“the devotion of the British people, 
* your Lordship has been enabled to 
** succeed in your great and glorious 
‘ task of carrying the Reform Bill into 
“a law. The only real value of the 
* Reform Bill to the people of England 
“is, to ensure that their manifold and 
“ heaven-crying wrongs shall be rg- 
‘‘pressED. We appeal to your Lord- 
“ship, in the hope that your Lordship 
** will at once allay the agitation of the 
** public mind, by assuring the people 
“‘ that these enormous frauds shall be 
“ no longer suffered to exist under your 
** Lordship’s administration. 

‘“‘ We feel it our duty to state, that the 
“ sufferings of the industrious classes, 
“which have long been progressively 
‘increasing, have latterly so rapidly 
‘increased in severity, that instant 
‘* measures of relief are rendered abso- 
** lutely necessary. 

“ There is a point in human suffering 
** beyond which human endurance can- 
** not be enforced ; and we implore your 
* Lordship, ere yet too late, by adopt- 
“ ing a just and decisive policy, to avert 
** that common ruin in which the whole 
‘“‘ fabric may be involved by the wild 
** despair of a people goaded to madness 
** by long-continued oppression and dis- 
“ regarded sufferings. 

“We respectfully submit to your 
** Lordship, that in our humble opinion 
** the three following measures are in- 
“‘ dispensably necessary to the ends of 
“ justice, and to restore the happiness 
“‘ and contentment of the country :— 





“First.—The abolition of the pre- 
‘sent Money Laws, which beat down 
“ the price of labour. 

“ Seconp.— The abolition of the Corn 
‘« Laws, which lift up the price of food. 
“ Tuinp.— The abolition of the Malt 
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“ On the motion of Grorce Horton, 
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“ Taz, and of all other taxcs which press | Chancellor's ; rose suddenly from his 
‘* upon the working classes. seat, clenched his two fists; and, ina 
foaming rage, said, ‘* As to other mat- 
: “ters 1 am as patient as any man; but 
“ seconded by Mr. D. B. Suen, “ he who diapates that I aie the son of 
“That Mr. Salt, Mr. Haynes, Mr. |“ God, I would tear him limb from 
“* Edmonds, and Mr. Boultbee, do form!“ jimb!” Jonn Lorp Expon (I think 
“‘ a deputation for the purpose of deli-! jt was he) would naturally like to keep 
* vering it to Lord Grey, and of sup-| his limbs joined on to one another for 
** porting its contents.” some time longer, and, therefore, he 
Every thing that comes from Bir-| dropped his exhortations, and was, of 
miNnGnam exhibits both talent and know-| course, compelled to conclude that the 
ledge; but it all comes touched with) man was mad. 
the paper-money madness. ‘This decla-| Much about such is the character of 
ration, throughout the body of it, is, the Biraincaam madness. The work- 
excellent: its description of the fraud ing men of Birmincuam signed the 
practised by the paper-money crew is| paper, I dare say, in great numbers. 
very good, and perfectly true; but |'They saw it in a true statement of the 
when we come to the remedy, up peeps hardships which they had to endure, 
the madness again. There was a gen-|and have to endure; they did not per- 
tleman, some years ago, whose relations | ceive that the first remedy which they 
took out a statute of lunacy against proposed, would cause them to be 
him, and of course wanted to take his| laughed at by the far greater part of 
estate out of his management. The/the people. In the body of their decla- 
main ground of their charge was, that | ration, they very justly complain of the 
he insisted upon it, that he was Jesus} injury which they have received from 
Christ come to judge the world. The the paper-money fraud ; and yet they 
Lord Chancellor found him to be so ra- | pray for a renewal of that fraud. What 
tional, so clever, so correct in his usual) else do they mean by “an abolition of 
views and opinions, that he felt great |‘ the present money-laws, which beat 
reluctance in consigning him to a mad- |‘ down the price of labour ?” Why, they 
house. He desired that the gentleman} want an abundant issue of paper- 
should go home with him, that he|money, which would raise the price of 
might converse with him. There he!labour, they appearing to forget that it 
questioned him upon the nature, extent,| would raise the price of wheat and 
value and condition of the estate. He! meat and wool, as well as of iron and 
found all his answers to be so_ perfectly | steel and brass, and of the labour in 
rational ; found that his estate was so well| working them up. But, what money- 
managed, that he disposed of the reve-|laws do they want? Why laws that 
nue in so judicious a manner, and lived/shall abolish all money, properly 0 
in a way so perfectly respectable and! called, and substitute a fiction in its 
happy, that it appeared to be incredible! stead: laws that could give working 
that the man could have anything of|people no relief at any rate; for, in 
madness in his mind. The Lord Chan-|whatever degree it would raise the 
cellor, very much interested in the well-| price of their labour it would raise the 














being of a person who appeared to have 
so many titles to his regard, and whose 
manners were so amiable, said, taking 
him by the hand, at the end of a long 
conversation, ‘Come, now, Sir, why 
“give these people such a handle 
“against you by pretending that you 
“are Jesus Christ?” Ah! There he 
touched the chord! The gentleman 
snatched his hand away from the Lord 





price of the necessaries of life. In the 
other two resolutions there is sense - 
the fit goes off; but, it is very curious, 
that they want the corn-laws re- 
pealed, because they lift up the price 
of food, at the same time that they 
want issues of paper-money which 
must lift up the price still more. If, 
indeed, they who say that the gold was 
never advanced to the nation, had pro- 
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posed to pay the pretended debt in paper 
while the money of the country was left 
as itis, there would have been something 
rational in the proposition; but their 
proposition is, to renew the fraud of 
paper-money, to cause a breach of con- 
tracts perfectly enormous, to plunge the 
affairs of all men into utter confusion, in 
order to take in an indirect manner a 
part of what is now unjustly paid to the 
fundholders and other receivers of taxes. 
It is quite astonishing that men of so 
much knowledge and so much sense do 
not perceive that, however great and 
however laudable their efforts, they 
must all fail as long as they are tainted 
with this manifest hankering after 
issues Of paper-money. For my own 
part, however, I should have very little 
objection to see the assignats issue at 
once. The system might be destroyed 
in that way quicker than in any other 
way. What I object to is, the villanous 
thought of our again submitting quietly 
to the base and fraudulent system of 
paper-money. In this present case the 
thing to be lamented is, that this pro- 


position totally destroys the effect of a 
most eacellent declaration. 





NEW AND DECIDED. 
Church- Rates abolishedat Birmingham. 


SO 


BIRMINGHAM VESTRY 
MEETING. 


CHURCHWARDENS’ ACCOUNTS. 


_ On Monday last a vestry meeting was held 
‘0 St.Martia’s Church, for the purpose of 
passing the late churchwardens’ accounts, re- 
‘elving the estimates for the current year, 
and granting the present church and chapel- 
Wardens a levy. The church was uuusually 
crowed, 

The Rev. the Rector, in opening the busi- 
hess of the day, said it would be improper in 
i to take up the time of the meeting with 
any preliminary observations ; while, at the 
his a time, he should feel that he neglected 
ied uty if he did not direct their attention to 
consid two points about to come under their 
“ = emypion He could not but express his 
iat (cats as the churchwardens during the 

wll had gone to no unnecessary ex- 
naa ry a now made no extravagant de- 
the mnt the meeting would cheerfully grant 

ate they now applied for, (Loud cries of 
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**No.”) They ought to bear in mind that the 
church was open to all parties, and was insti- 
tuted expressly for the advantage of those who 
were unable to procure religious instruction 
for themselves. The rev. Gentleman, after 
addressing a few observations to the same 
effect, amidst continued interruptions, sat 
down, 

Mr. W. Weston immediately rose, and was 
received with loud hisses. As soon as order 
was restored, he commenced by observing, 
that he had thought the rate-payers were ex- 
tremely auxious that the churchwardens’ 
accounts should be fairly laid before the pub- 
lic; indeed he had been called upon, in print, 
to state them fully and fairly. He now came 
forward for that purpose, but is was impossi- 
ble he could perform the duty then imposed 
upon him, either to his own satisfaction or 
the satisfaction of the meeting, if he was sub- 
jected to the noisy interruptions with which 
he was threatened. (Hear, hear’) When he 
had concluded his statement they might make 
what observations they pleased; but he 
claimed a fair and impartial hearing. After 
his appointment to the office of churchwarden, 
and the vestry meeting had graoted him a 
rate, he proceeded to make a number of col- 
lecting-books from the grand levy-book at the 
workhouse, He then found that the four- 
penny rate which they had granted him was, 
iu fact, no more than a twopenny rate upon 
the rental of the parish. The amount of the 
assessment was 2,376/. 13s. 9d.; the amount 
collected in church-rates, ],258/. 0s. ld. ; aud 
the amount expended by the churchwardens, 
1,628/. 19s. 8d. At the time he entered upon 
office he understuvod that the parish of St. 
George’s was free and independent; that was, 
that as far as regarded their church-rate, they 
were not under the control of himself and 
colleague, Subsequently it appeared that this 
was not the case, and he consequently took 
possession of the rates for that parish, and 
put the estimates exactly upon the same foot- 
ing and in the same ratio as those passed at 
the vestry meeting. The estimates amounted 
to 1,259/. 9s. 8d.; and adding those of St, 
George’s, made 1,381/. 14s. 8d. It would be 
seen from this statement that he had expended 
in the gross amount 247/. 5s. more than the 
estimates allowed. Previous churchwardens, 
as well as himself, having been suspected of 
misapplying the parish money, be had, for 
his own satisfaction, as well as for the satis- 
faction of the rate-payers, placed his accounts 
in the hands of Mr. M‘Michael, the account- 
ant, for his examination, and that gentleman 
was now present to vouch for their accuracy. 
It was, however, his (Mr. W.’s) duty toexplaia 
to. the meeting how it was that his expendi- 
ture exceeded the estimates. He was allowed 
601. for repairing St. Martin’s Church, the ex- 
penses of which had been 1361, l6s.; making 
a difference of 76/. 16s. It was impossible for 
him or anyone else to know what the cost of 
such necessary repairs would be until they 
oe done. When the white-washing of the 


























































































interior commenced, it was ascertained that 
the roof was extremely out of repair, and that 
all the cost of cleaning the inside would 
be completely throwa away, unless means 
were taken to preveut its coming through 
into the church. He determined, there- 
fore, to do the work well at once, as being, 
in fact, and ultimately, the most economi- 
cal for the parish. (Hear.) He had, like- 
wise, heen allowed only 25/. for stationery, 
when its actual cost four the year had been 
561. 13s.7d.; thus exceeding, by 317. 13s. 7d, 
more than the estimates.) (Hear, hear.) This 
excess was owing te aresolution of the vestry, 
by which the churchwardens were compelled 
to advertise their estimates three times in 
the then three Birmingham newspapers. The 
making of collecting books cost him 10/,, for 
which no allowance was made in the esti- 
mates. He had, likewise, been required to take 
bonds of security from the collectors; these 
bonds, although drawn up by Mr. Edmonds, 
had cost 8/, I4s., and formed another item of 
his excess of expenditure. The total excess of 
expenditure at St. Martin’s was 1271. 3s. 7d, 
being more than that of all the rest of the 
churches put together. The excess at the rest 
of the churches amounted altogether to 1207. 
Is. 5d. He had before stated that he had 
collected 125/. 0s. ld. When he commenced 
the duties of his situation, part of the rates 
had been collected by the churchwardens of 
St. George’s ; but when the errors of their col- 
lection were discovered, he debited the church- 
wardens with the money they had received, 
and concluded the collection himself. He 
believed be had explained to the satisfaction 
of the meeting how the excess of expenditure 
had been occasioned. He would now proceed 
to state that there was 700/. owing by rate- 
payers, so poor that he could not and would 
not attempt its collection. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
He(Mr. W.) had sat twenty-nine Wednesdays 
at the Public-office, for the purpose of hearing 
appeals from parties professing their inability 
to pay the rate. On those occasions there 
had been an attendance of from 200 to 500 
oper dg so that, upon a rough calculation, 
e had seen duriug bis year of office, not fewer 
than from 8,060 to 9,000. This arose from 
the lowness of the rate compelling the church- 
wardens to enforce its general payment. The 
balance of 7001. was owing by poor people, 
from whom it would he cruel to take it. 
There was, however, another balance due of 
4181. 13s. 8d. owing by the rich, and from 
whom he should be compelled forthwith to 
enforce its payment. Having obtained this 
sum, in addition to the 700/. owing by the 
poor, aod after paying all the current debts of 
the year, he should have a clear balance in 
hand of 471. 14s. ld. It had been falsely said 
that in the collection of the rate he had op- 
pressed the poor. (Hear, hear.) This he 
denied. He challenged auy man to stand 
forward and state one instance in which he 
had compelled parties to pay who from ail ap- 
pearance aud circumstances were not able so 
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todo. (Cheers.) He never had in one in- 
stance distressed any individual for the rate, 
(Cheers.) And he would add, that if any 
single rate-payer who considered himself 
hardly dealt with could show that he had been 
compelled to pay when unable, he would re- 
fund him his rate out of the 471, 14s. ld, ba- 
lance, which after the collection of the rate, 
he should hold in his bands. (Cheers.) He 
owed it to his colleagues in office to state, 
that he believed every one of them had been 
as economical in the expenditure of the pa- 
rish money as he, the man of their appoiot- 
ment had been. The churchwardens of St, 
Peter’s had expended less than the estimates 
allowed, He (Mr. W.) did not come there to 
ask for money; but he begged to ask the 
meeting, did they require him to compel the 
parishioners to pay the church-rate, when he 
knew from personal investigation they were 
unable to do so without aggravating distresses 
already almost pass such an endurance, 
(Cries of ** No.’’) On his entrance into office 
he found great difficulties in his way. He 
found his predecessors just commencing the 
collection of a rate, and he was of necessity 
compelled to wait four mouths before he could 
obtain any money. The great political ex- 
citement which had existed during the period 
of his office had likewise considerably increas- 
ed the embarrassments under which he had 
laboured. Such, indeed, had been the diffi- 
culties against which be had had to contend, 
and the anxieties and labours which he bad 
endured, that if they offered him 250 sove- 
reigns a year he would not again accept the 
office. He had nothing more to add, but would 
call upon Mr. M‘Michael to read the states 
ment of his accounts. (Cheers.) 

Mr. M‘Micnaet then proceeded to read 
over the accounts exactly corresponding in the 
aggregate with Mr. Weston’s statement. 

Mr. Russett—Will Mr. M‘Michael oblige 
us by saying what he is to be paid for his work. 
(Great applause.) 

Mr. Weston—I have employed Mr. M‘Mi- 
chael for my own justification and satisfac- 
tion, and shall pay him out of my own pocket. 
(Cheers.) 

A Rate-payer, in the body of the church, 
wished tu have some explanation as to the ac- 
counts of the wardens ot St. Peter's Church. 

Mr. Weston said, the estimates had bee? 
allowed at a vestry meeting; the audit com- 
mittee had passed the accounts; and more- 
over, the wardens of St. Peter’s had expended 
less by 8/. 2s. 11d. than the estimates allowed. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Enmonps wished to say, that as the 
estimate for St. Peter’s had been originally 
allowed ata vestry meeting, and the warde"s 
had expended a less sum than granted, he ¢ 
not think the parishioners could fairly ¢’* 
plain. (Hear.) -_ 

Mr. Pare said, that as the congregatio? - 
St. Peter’s, in consequence of the demolitio® ° 
the church, now assembled aad worshipped 
the school-room, in Pinfold-street, expenses 
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were necessarily incurred, which, as the law 
stood, the parish was bound to defray. (Hear, 
ear. 

, MP Epmonpvs contended, that as the esti- 
mates had been allowed by a vestry meeting, 
the parishioners could not now consistently 
litigate them, especially when, as in the pre- 
sent instance, the wardens expended less than 
the amount allowed. (Hear, hear.) 


(To be continued.) 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, 
Fripay, AucusT 10, 1832. 


BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 


CLARKE, J., and G. O. Parke, Newport 
Pagnell, corn-dealers, 

DAWSON, A., Park-st., Grosvenor-square, 
boarding and lodging-house-keeper. 

FRY, J., Bristol, tailor. 

PARKER, W. B., Bristol, scrivener. 


BANKRUPTS. 


AGATE, M., Horsham, Sussex, grocer. 

CALL, C., and J. Glendall, Exeter, carvers 
and gilders. 

FIELD,D.S., Worcester-place, Upper Thames- 
street, coffee-roaster. 

HENLEY, T., Birmingham, glass-cutter. 

POOLE, T., Fore-street, draper. 

ROBERTSON, H., Aylesbury-st., Clerken- 
well, and Doughty-street, surgeon. 

SCOTT, D., Mansell-st., Goodiman’s-fields, 
dealer in Scotch ale, 

SHAW, J., Westbromwich, Staffordsh., tailor. 

WARWICK, W.A., Romford, Essex, dealer in 
wine. 

WEDDELL, J., Burr-street, East Smithfield, 
ship-owner, 

WESSEN, C., Bristol, grocer. 

WRIGHT, W., New Windsor, grocer. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION. 
ALEXANDER, W., Linlithgow, grocer. 


~ 


‘Tuespay, Aucust 14, 1632. 


BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED. 


BENNETTS, J., and N. Robins, Gunnislake, 
Cornwall, granite-merchants. 


BANKRUPTS. 
ALEXANDER, H. juu., Brentwood, Essex, 


corn-dealer. 
BRIERLEY, J., Redvales, near Bury, Lanca- 
shire, woollen-manufacturer. 
CLEVER, B., High-st., Shadwell, victualler. 
Seen C., and J, Gendall, Exeter, carvers. 
LLIER, J., Manchester and Salford, 
calico-priuter, 





FROST, C., Sculcoates, Yorkshire, dealer. 

MILTON, J., Bristol, victualler. 

PERKINS, W., Beckington, Somerset, fuller. 

WRIGHT, W., Southampton-row, Queen- 
square, cook, 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Corn-ExcuanGe, Avec. 13.— 
Having very near 1,000 qrs. of new wheat at 
market this morning, by land carriage from 
Essex, and the quality and condition being 
very fine, produced such an effect on the 
trade, that even the best samples of old met 
a very limited demand, at a reduction of 
from 2s. to 3s. per qr., and rendered totally 
unsaleable the inferior descriptions. New 
wheat was from 4s. to 6s. per qr. cheaper 
than on this day se’nnight; the supply both 
of new and old having far exceeded the ex- 
pectations of the millers. Several samples 
of new barley were shown to-day, from dif- 
ferent counties, of very superior quality, but 
they were merely exhibited as specimens of 
the crop, having nove as yet on sale. Fine 
fresh old barley being very scarce, an advauce 
of ls. per qr. was obtained on the few parcels 
that appeared. Grey peas are Is. per qr. 
dearer, and white fully supported the quota- 
tion of last Monday. 

The arrival of upwards of 26,000 qrs. of oats 
bas occasioned a further decline iu our prices 
of ls. per qr., With a very heavy trade at that 
abatement. In other articles there is no 
alteration. 


Wheat e*eeeeeee*® eee eeee seed 64s. to 72s. 
Ry@ .cccccccescescscccccce Sah to 345, 
Barley ....scsessecsccscee 285. to 30s. 
fine.. eeeeesv eC eeeeee 36s. to 34s, 
Peas, White .....+eee.ee+ 385. to 405. 
Boilers eeee ee eeeses 38s. to 40s, 
Grey -ocsccesecesee 378. to 405, 
Beans, Small .....--+s00++- 385. to 42s. 
Tick ...ccceceeesee 328. to 36s. 
Oats, Potato......cceseeese 245, to —s, 
—— Feed ccccccccesseccce Li6s to 23s, 
Flour, per sack .,....+++0.. 55s. to 60s, 














PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 42s. to 48s. per cwt. 

Sides, new... 50s. to 52s. 

Pork, India, new, eee 132s. Ud. to —s, 

Pork, Mess, new ...77s. Od. to —s. per bar. 

Butter, Belfast ....—s. to —s, per cwt. 
Carlow .....—s. to —s, 

Cork ee «00. 80s, to 82s, 

—— Limerick ..605. to 82s, 
Waterford. . 78s. to 80s. 

Dublin ....—s. to —+s, 

Cheese, Cheshire. ...64s. to 78s, 
Gloucester, Double, . 64s; to 68s. 
Gloucester, Single. ee 40s. to 48s, 
Edam eeree .. 46s. to 56s. 
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—— Gouda seeees 485. to 50s, 
Hams, Irish,,.. +6..558, to 76s, 
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SMITHFIELD.—Aug. 13. 


This day’s supply of beasts, sheep, and 
calves, was, for the time of year, great; of 
lambs, moderately good; of porkers, but 


limited ; with prime South Down lambs, not! New Pecisions in Courts of Law, and the 


exceeding 10lbs. per quarter, trade was some- | 


what brisk, at an advance; with veal exceed- 
ingly dull, at a depression of 4d. per stone. 
Other kinds of meat met With a very languid 
sale, at barely Friday’s quotations. 

About a third of the beasts were Irish, 
chiefly steers and heifers, fattened, for the 
most part, in Northamptonshire, Leicester- 
shire, Huntingdonshire, Nottioghamshire, 
Lincolnshire, aud the London marshes ; ano- 
ther third of short-horned oxen, steers and 
heifers, chiefly fattened in the same districts ; 
about a sixth of equal numbers of Welsh 
ruuts, Herefords, aud Devons, chiefly from 
the western aud midland districts, and the 
remaining sixth, for the must part, Scots, 
Staffords, Town’s-end cows, &c., chiefly from 
Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, the marshes near 
London, Sussex, Surrey, and Kent. Full two- 
thirds of the sbeep and lambs were about 
equal numbers of South Downs and Leicester 
half-breds ; about a sixth Kents, and the re- 
mainder about equal numbers of old Leices- 
ters, and other polled, with a few of the horned 
Welsh and Scotch breeds, 

Beasts, 2,562; sheep and lambs, 27,490; 
calves, 209; pigs, 200. 





MARK-LANE,—Friday, Aug. 17. 


The arrivals this week are moderate, but 
the market is very dull, with the prices from 
is, to 2s. lower than ou Monday. 





THE FUNDS, 
3 per Cent. Fri. ew Mon. Tues.|Wed. | Thar. 
Cons, Aun, } 835) esi «si 84 | 83g) €4 








To Landowners, Farmers, Corn-Factors, Mil- 
lers, Maltsters, Butchers, Flour-Dealers, 
Wool-Merchants, &c. &c. 


HE MARK LANE EXPRESS, Agri- 
cultural and ‘Trading Newspaper, of 
the largest size, price only Sevenpence.— 


Published every Monday evening, in time for 
the Post. 


In it will be found—The fullest particulars’ 


of Monday's Market at Mark Laae, and all 
the other Markets, Home and Foreign, of the 
Week; Meat Markets, and Reports of Fat 
aud Lean Stock Markets; State of the Wool 
Trade, Home, Colonial, and Foreiga, Current 








Prices, &c,; all important matters occurring 
in the Agricultural and Trading World; a 
List of the principal Fairs to take place every 
eusuing Week; ali Improvements, Pateuts, 
&c. ; Concise Statements of the Effects of 


earliest Notice of Motions and Bills in Parlia- 
ment affecting the interests of Landlords, 
Tenvants, Manufacturers, &c.; particular at- 
tention to all changes in the Laws of moment 
to the Maltster and Retail Brewer, the Prices 
of Malt and Hops, Wine, Spirits, &c.; and 
all that can coustitute a desirable Family 
Newspaper and Record of Facts, &c. for the 
information and guidance of men of business, 

Orders received by the Publisher, W. Jen- 
kinson, at the Office, 336, Strand, Loudon; 
and by all Booksellers and Newsmen through- 
out the Empire. 

‘* The * Mark-Lane Express,’ a new paper 
devoted to the agricultural and commercial 
interests, as well as to general intelligence 
and politics. It is well printed, and apparently 
well couducted, and promises to be a useful 
uewspaper to persons in trade.”—dinburgh 
Chronicle. 

“ An excellent weekly paper, which should 
be in the possession of every corn-merchant 
and general trader.” —Zancaster Herald. _ 

‘* A new agricultural paper, very appropri- 
ately named, and very well conducted.”— 
Mechanics’ Magasine. 





CHEAP CLOTHING!! 
SWAIN AND CO., Tailors, &c., 
93, FLEET-STRERT, 
(Near the new opening to St. Bride’s Church,) 


Rs to present to the notice of the Public 
the List of Prices which they charge 
for Gentlemen’s Clothing. 


FOR CASH ONLY. 


| £3. d. 
A Suit of Superfine Clothes ...,+e0. 4 14 ° 
Ditto, of Black or Blue ........00.. 9 5 ® 
Ditto, Best Saxony .......ssee006 5 15 6 
Plain Sik Waistcoats-........6066 16 0 
Figured ditto ditto ......ceeeee 18 9 
Volestie, Gitte. os sscctsetvctas 28 9 
Barogan Shooting Jackets .......- 1 8 ~ 


A Plain Suit of Livery eeeeeveneeereer 4 4 


Lapirs’ Hasitrs AND Pexisses, and Catt- 
DREN'S Dresses, equally cheap; in the ma- 
nufacture of which they are not surpassed at 
the West-end. of the Town. 


[ recommend Messrs. Swain and Co. 
as very good and punctual tradesmen, 
whom I have long employed with great 
satisfaction. Wa. CopBett. 


SS 


Printed by William Cobbett, Johmson’s-eourt: *n4 
pablished by him, at 11, Bolt-court, Fleot-street. 











